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Matlacha Homes Still Shaken by
Hurricane Ian: Residents Demand

Action!
Explore Lee County&#039;s ongoing recovery from
Hurricane Ian as Matlacha homes remain damaged,

highlighting real estate challenges and redevelopment
efforts.

Matlacha, Florida, USA - The scars left by Hurricane Ian are
still very visible in Matlacha, Florida, nearly three years after the
storm devastated the area. Homes remain damaged and
leaning, a stark reminder of the hurricane’s fury. A local real
estate agent, Paula Towell, voiced her concerns about the
potential impact of another hurricane season on these already
fragile structures. She pointed out that the entrance to Matlacha
is lined with rubble and perilously leaning homes, an indication
of the ongoing challenges the community faces as it aims for
recovery.



Towell has observed that while there was initial progress in
rebuilding efforts, subsequent storms have stalled these
initiatives significantly. As the new hurricane season looms,
public safety hangs in the balance, and the psychological toll on
residents is palpable. Towell believes intervention is overdue,
stating that the recovery efforts for Matlacha have been largely
overlooked in favor of nearby areas like Fort Myers Beach and
Sanibel. She argues that local property maintenance
responsibilities, as stated by Lee County, do little to assist those
struggling to rebuild amidst these pressures.

The Resilient Comeback at South Seas
Island Resort

Meanwhile, on Captiva Island, the South Seas Island Resort is
gearing up for a major redevelopment effort, investing
approximately $1 billion to restore and elevate its facilities
following the devastation caused by Hurricane Ian in 2022.
Under the leadership of CEO Greg Spencer from Timbers Co., the
resort has removed over 120 million pounds of debris and
deposited 100,000 cubic yards of sand to shore up its beaches.
Interestingly, while around 60% of the resort’s structures did not
sustain water or wind damage, they did suffer losses to their
HVAC systems during prolonged power outages.

A resilient future is a priority for the South Seas Island Resort,
which is upgrading its facilities to better withstand future
storms, including the installation of generators with a 96-hour
run time. The resort has already spent about $10 million on
resiliency measures, such as elevating structures 10 feet above
sea level and designing a golf course capable of managing 20
inches of rain in just four hours. The official reopening is
scheduled for May 22, 2025, marking nearly 967 days since the
hurricane struck.

The Broader Picture for Real Estate



The aftermath of Hurricane Ian has left its mark on Florida’s real
estate market, especially in coastal communities. According to a
report by Vaster, the hurricane led to a freeze in transactions
and a downturn in property values due to visible damage and
increased risk perception. However, history shows that
neighborhoods implementing hurricane-resistant upgrades tend
to recover property values more quickly compared to those less
prepared.

As we brace for the upcoming hurricane season, homeowners
are left grappling with heightened insurance premiums and the
challenges of securing affordable coverage. Strategies for
managing these costs include shopping around for better rates
and investing in hurricane-proofing measures that can not only
safeguard properties but also enhance their value. The
resilience of Florida’s real estate market, driven by growth and
economic stability, suggests that, despite the challenges, hope
remains alive.

For now, both Matlacha and Captiva are grappling with their
respective recovery paths. As some communities look to
rebound and summer tourists prepare to return, the need for
strategic planning and proactive investments becomes
increasingly clear. Both recovery successes and challenges will
shape the future of these beloved Floridian destinations.
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