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TCEQ Hosts Crucial Meeting Tonight on
Controversial Giddings Compost Site

Public meeting on proposed compost facility in Lee County
set for June 30, 2025, amid local concerns and new
regulations.

Private Road 3264, Giddings, Texas, USA - The quiet town
of Giddings is set to be the focal point of a much-debated
proposal concerning composting that has gathered the attention
of local residents, environmentalists, and state officials. The
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) is hosting a
public meeting on Monday night at Giddings High School,
starting at 6 p.m. The key aim of this gathering is to discuss the
proposed Break It Down Ranch Road compost facility, which is
planned for Private Road 3264, roughly one mile northwest of
County Road 326. This facility’s future is shrouded in uncertainty
as its application, submitted in September 2024, awaits
approval.



As word of the meeting spreads, residents have expressed their
worries about potential issues related to the proposed compost
facility. Concerns have been raised regarding runoff, odor, and
especially the facility’s proximity to Yegua Creek, which feeds
into Lake Somerville. This has spurred local groups to urge
community members to attend the meeting, emphasizing that it
may be ,,the last chance to convince TCEQ to deny the slop
permit,” as noted in a recent report by KBTX.

Legislative Background

In the backdrop of these local concerns, a significant legislative
movement is unfolding. Senate Bill 2078, filed in the Texas
Senate on March 7, 2025, addresses regulations around
composting in counties without a local composting ordinance.
This law, which passed out of committee on April 9, 2025,
introduces tighter controls on where cities with mandatory
composting ordinances can send their waste. According to the
text of S.B. 2078, the new regulations prohibit the deposit of
certain food waste for composting in areas without a municipal
ordinance to manage such waste, imposing a civil penalty of
$1,000 for each violation. The bill will officially take effect on
September 1, 2025, and could potentially influence the pending
permit for the Giddings site, though there is still much to clarify
regarding its application in this context.

Composting Compliance and Concerns

The regulatory landscape surrounding composting is complex.
Facilities like the proposed one on Break It Down Ranch Road
are classified as recycling operations and must comply with
stringent regulations from the TCEQ. These regulations aim to
mitigate pollution of water sources and safeguard public health,
per environmental guidelines found on the TCEQ’s official portal.
Activities at composting facilities must align with general
requirements, particularly in preventing any negative impact on
the environment.


https://www.kbtx.com/2025/06/30/environmental-quality-officials-host-meeting-proposed-composting-site-near-giddings/

Additionally, specific exemptions apply to certain types of
composting activities, such as those involving source-separated
yard trimmings and agricultural materials. However, composting
operations that involve meat, certain types of waste, and mixed
municipal solid waste require permits, register with the TCEQ,
and meet specific end-product standards. The complexity of
these regulations might seem daunting, but they serve an
essential purpose in ensuring that composting practices
contribute positively to the community and environment.

All in all, as the clock ticks down to the public meeting in
Giddings, the community stands at a crossroads. On one hand,
there are opportunities for sustainable waste management,
while on the other, pressing environmental and health concerns
loom large. As the meeting approaches, it remains to be seen
how local voices will shape the future of the proposed compost
facility and what implications Senate Bill 2078 will have on its
fate. For detailed information on these regulations, you can
check out the TCEQ’s composting guidelines at TCEQ and the
exact language of S.B. 2078 at the Texas legislature’s site.
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