
21. Juni 2025

$3 Million Repairs Secure Lake Manatee
Dam Before Hurricane Season

Manatee County allocates $3M for urgent Lake Manatee
Dam repairs, ensuring safety before the hurricane season.

Manatee County, Florida, USA - In a significant move to
enhance public safety and improve infrastructure resilience,
Manatee County officials have approved a robust $3 million
funding plan for emergency repairs to the Lake Manatee Dam.
This urgent effort comes in light of concerns surrounding the
dam’s ability to withstand the upcoming hurricane season,
particularly after the challenges posed by last year’s Tropical
Storm Debby, which resulted in record rainfall and flooding.

The inspection following the storm revealed troubling results,
prompting officials to take immediate action. According to Fox
13 News, emergency repairs were necessary due to the
discovery of 46 areas with uncharacteristic soil and a handful of
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voids that demanded immediate attention. Crews are already
hard at work injecting a two-part grout material that works much
like epoxy, effectively filling these voids and securing the dam’s
structure. This particular method was also previously utilized in
2021 as part of regular maintenance.

Importance of the Dam

The Lake Manatee Dam, spanning over 60 years of service,
plays an essential role in the region’s water supply. It holds back
an impressive 1,800-acre reservoir, supplying a staggering 34.9
million gallons of drinking water daily to roughly 300,000
residents across Manatee and Sarasota counties, as highlighted
by the Herald Tribune. Extending its service life by another 50
to 100 years is paramount, hence the new repair efforts aimed
at bolstering its structural integrity.

With the dam being critical infrastructure, county officials,
including Manatee County Utilities Director Patrick Shea,
emphasize the need for these repairs to not only ensure proper
functionality but also to secure the main drinking water source
for the county moving forward. These repairs are anticipated to
be completed in about 30 days, setting a tight yet crucial
timeline ahead of storm season.

Emergency Action Planning

While repairs are underway, it’s crucial to remember the
importance of effective Emergency Action Plans (EAPs) for dam
safety. An EAP details potential emergency conditions, affected
areas, and pre-planned actions to minimize risks and damages.
According to the Association of State Dam Safety Officials,
having a comprehensive EAP is essential for dam owners and
downstream communities to enhance public safety.

Dam owners are urged to develop, maintain, and exercise these
plans, which should include critical components like inundation
maps and communication flowcharts. This is particularly
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significant for high-hazard potential dams such as Lake
Manatee. As the region prepares for potential weather
challenges, maintaining readiness through EAPs is non-
negotiable, especially given the risks involved.

This combined approach of immediate repairs and long-term
planning serves to address both the current vulnerabilities of the
Lake Manatee Dam and the necessity of protecting the
community in a storm-prone area. Manatee County staff will
continue exploring additional projects for the dam’s
maintenance, ensuring that residents have access to safe
drinking water while maintaining a high level of infrastructure
resilience.
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