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Beloved WWII Veteran Bob Bassett, 100,
Passes Away in Bradenton

Robert F. Bassett, a decorated WWII veteran, passed away
at 100 in Bradenton, leaving a legacy of selflessness and

dedication.

604 43rd Street West, 34209, Bradenton, Florida, United
States - Robert F. Bassett, affectionately known as Bob, passed
away on July 18, 2025, at the remarkable age of 100 in
Bradenton, Florida. Born on September 28, 1924, in
Marlborough, Massachusetts, Bob was raised by his parents,
George and Julia Kaminski Bassett, who instilled in him the
virtues of hard work and dedication. He outlived his wife Gladys,
two sisters, a brother, and many friends, leaving behind a legacy
defined by service and love.

Bob dedicated 28 years of his life to the United States Air Force,
exemplifying commitment and bravery, particularly during the
Korean War. He flew on 23 bombing missions aboard B29



Bombers, a testament to his extraordinary service during a
pivotal moment in history. Furthermore, he served as an advisor
during the Vietnam War and was later stationed at Avon Park
Bombing Range. For his efforts, he received 17 individual
awards, reflecting a lifetime of honor and dedication to his
country. He was described as selfless, generous, and loving,
especially in his cherished role as a family man.

Remembering a Hero

Bob is survived by his stepson Bill Tolson and his wife Sue, along
with grandchildren Michael (married to Grace) and Rebecca, and
great-grandchildren Robert, William, Emma, and Gracelynn. His
legacy is cherished not only by his close family but also by
numerous nieces, nephews, and friends who carry fond
memories of him.

As we reflect on the sacrifices made by veterans like Bob, it’s
crucial to remember the ongoing commitment to honor their
service. The Korean War, a conflict that produced countless
heroes, still resonates today. Individuals seeking to understand
more about veterans from this era can access a comprehensive
database that lists names of soldiers from all branches of the
U.S. military. This database provides important details, including
service numbers and casualty information, allowing for a deeper
appreciation of each veteran’s contribution. According to 
Golden Arrow Research, this information is continually
updated and available at no cost, benefiting genealogists,
historians, and anyone interested in military records.

Accessing Military Records

The National Archives also serves as a vital resource, holding
extensive electronic data records related to U.S. military
casualties, those missing in action, and prisoners of war from
the Korean War era. Users can explore records by using various
search tools—demonstrated on the National Archives
website—which is a treasure trove of historical military

https://www.goldenarrowresearch.com/search-korean-war-records/
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/korean-war/electronic-records


documentation.

In fact, the Archives houses detailed records of military
personnel who died or became prisoners of war, enriching our
understanding of this chaotic time—a time of immense sacrifice
for many families, including that of Bassett. As soldiers
exchanged at „Big Switch-Little Switch,“ the stories of those who
served continue to unfold through accessible records, ensuring
that their legacies are not forgotten.

A Memorial Service for Bob Bassett will be held on August 2,
2025, at 11:00 AM at Brown & Sons Funeral Homes &
Crematory, located at 604 43rd Street West, Bradenton, FL
34209. As we gather to celebrate his life, we honor all veterans
who, like Bob, showed unwavering bravery and dedication.
There’s something to be said for it—these are the stories that
weave the fabric of our history.
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