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Bradenton Hit-and-Run: Man Convicted
for Fatal Motorcycle Crash

A Manatee County jury convicted Juan Victor Santiz
Hernandez for a fatal hit-and-run crash that killed

motorcyclist Hoang Vuong.

U.S. 41 and 7th Street West, Palmetto, FL, USA - In a
significant ruling, a Manatee County jury has found 25-year-old
Juan Victor Santiz Hernandez guilty for his involvement in a
tragic hit-and-run incident that claimed the life of motorcyclist
Hoang Vuong in Palmetto last September. The jury convicted
Hernandez on multiple charges, including driving without a valid
driver’s license causing death, leaving the scene of a crash with
death, and tampering with evidence, as reported by Herald
Tribune.

The fateful crash occurred just after 10 p.m. on September 3,
2023, at the intersection of U.S. 41 and 7th Street West. Vuong
was riding his 2007 Suzuki motorcycle when Hernandez’s pickup
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truck collided with him, leaving him critically injured. In a
horrifying turn of events, after the initial impact, Vuong was
thrown off his motorcycle and subsequently struck by two other
vehicles, ultimately leading to his tragic death at the scene.
Hernandez’s truck dragged the motorcycle over 400 yards
before it was dislodged in a nearby field.

The Aftermath

Following the accident, investigators gathered crucial evidence
through surveillance cameras that traced the truck’s path back
to Hernandez. Interestingly, while the truck was equipped with a
dash camera, it was found to be missing. In his defense,
Hernandez claimed he had loaned the truck to a friend and was
not present in Palmetto at the time of the incident. Regardless,
he was booked into the Manatee County Jail in October 2023.

As the legal proceedings unfold, Hernandez faces a maximum
sentence of 40 years if convicted on all counts consecutively,
starting with a mandatory minimum of four years for the hit-and-
run charge. Sentencing is set for August, where the jury’s
verdict will lead to a significant reckoning for the defendant.

Traffic Violations Context

This incident brings to light the broader concern of traffic
violations and their dire consequences. According to the Florida
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, violations can vary
widely, with categories ranging from crash-related offenses such
as DUI manslaughter to more minor infractions like speeding or
improper lane changes. The severity of offenses underscores the
risks faced by motorists and pedestrians alike.

National data from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration reveals a troubling trend in traffic incidents.
Their annual report, „Traffic Safety Facts,“ compiles data on
crashes of all severities across the nation, enabling a deeper
understanding of the dangers on our roads. With its extensive
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history dating back to 1975, the Fatality Analysis Reporting
System (FARS) gives us an insight into fatal crash data,
revealing that such heart-wrenching incidents are far from
isolated.

As the community reflects on Vuong’s legacy, it’s a stark
reminder of the life’s fragility on the road. It’s crucial for all
drivers to be conscious of their responsibilities behind the wheel,
not only for their safety but also for the well-being of others.
This case stands as a testament to the significant impact that
one reckless decision can have, and it paves the way for
ongoing discussions about traffic safety enforcement in Florida.
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