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DeSantis Targets Manatee County: State
Audits to Cut Property Taxes!

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis targets Manatee County for
financial audits to enhance local government
accountability and reduce taxes.

Bradenton, Florida, USA - Florida Governor Ron DeSantis has
ramped up scrutiny on local government spending, with
Manatee County being the latest target for a comprehensive
audit under the authority of the newly established Florida State
Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE). Announced
during a press conference in Bradenton on July 24, this initiative
aims to cut property taxes while ensuring accountability in
expenditure.Herald Tribune reports that DeSantis underscored
the significant increase in Manatee County’s tax receipts, which
soared by 86% over the last six years, starkly contrasted by a
mere 14% growth in population.

DeSantis painted a concerning picture of the county’s finances,


https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/manatee/2025/07/24/florida-gov-ron-desantis-announces-doge-audit-for-manatee-county/85361775007/

noting that despite rising property values, a hefty reserve of
approximately $734 million remained intact, with no
corresponding tax relief offered to residents. The Governor
posited that this situation warranted intervention, proposing
audits that could lead to potential budget cuts for local
governments that cooperate—or legal action against those that
resist compliance.

New Audit Protocols and Local Cooperation

This initiative falls under legislation that DeSantis introduced
earlier in the year, which empowers the Department of
Government Efficiency to investigate local budgets, specifically
scrutinizing areas such as waste and redundancy. Beginning July
31, audits will roll out across counties and cities flagged for
greater oversight, with Manatee County proactively agreeing to
participate in the process.\WUSF detailed how local
governments are required to provide access to personnel and
budget data within seven business days. Non-compliance will
carry a daily penalty of $1,000, ensuring that the audits are not
taken lightly.

First-year Commissioner Carol Felts indicated that the board is
prepared to trim budgets where necessary and has already
enacted new impact fees for development. The involvement of
local citizens through a newly established budget committee
highlights an effort to involve the community in decision-making
processes as they navigate these fiscal changes.

The Bigger Picture on Property Tax Reforms

Local governments in Florida, like Manatee, have seen property
tax collections exceed $55 billion last year, a dramatic increase
compared to just a decade ago. DeSantis has also expressed
intentions of broader reform, proposing the elimination of
homestead property taxes, contingent upon voter approval.
Although this goal faces skepticism regarding community
funding needs, support for the audits from figures like Felts


https://www.wusf.org/politics-issues/2025-07-24/desantis-expands-local-government-audits-bashes-property-taxes

suggests optimism that progress can be made toward fiscal
responsibility.

Critics are raising their voices too, with some labeling these
audits as political maneuvers rather than genuine attempts to
improve financial accountability. Cragin Mosteller from the
Florida Association of Counties noted that while transparency is
vital, many residents are more preoccupied with soaring
property insurance rates rather than taxes themselves. Even as
debates unfold, the necessity of effective management in local
government budgets remains an essential topic for discussion
across Florida.WUSF
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