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Dive into Florida Fun: Explore DeLeon
Springs &amp; More Must-Visit Parks!
Explore the recreational wonders of Manatee County,
featuring parks like DeLeon Springs and Blue Spring.

Discover outdoor activities, wildlife, and unique dining
experiences.

De Leon Springs State Park, De Leon Springs, FL, USA -
As summer beckons, Florida’s natural springs are once again
captivating locals and tourists alike. Known for their stunning
beauty and diverse recreational activities, the springs in Volusia
County, especially DeLeon Springs State Park, beckon wayfarers
looking to cool off and enjoy the great outdoors. With
opportunities for swimming, fishing, and even pancake-making,
these natural springs do a good deal to spotlight Florida’s
unique landscape and history.

DeLeon Springs State Park, situated in West Volusia, is an easy
drive from Orlando and features a host of activities suitable for



all ages. Visitors can embark on an Eco-History Boat Tour led by
Captain Frank along the Spring Garden Run, lasting under an
hour. These tours run daily from 10 AM to 1 PM at a cost of $14
per person, and they open up a window into the rich ecology of
the area. The park boasts a natural spring pool with a steady
temperature of about 72 degrees, where swimming and
snorkeling are allowed year-round, pending adherence to
designated areas due to safety protocols. Admission fees are
quite reasonable at $4 for single-occupant vehicles and $6 for
larger groups, ensuring that a day of fun doesn’t break the bank.

Exploring the Wonders

The Old Sugar Mill Pancake House, a favorite among visitors,
adds a unique twist to dining. Guests can whip up their own
pancakes, eggs, and bacon right at their tables, making it a
beloved choice for families. As weekends draw in crowds,
arriving early is a wise strategy to snag the best experience,
especially in a spot filled with charm and heritage.

Beyond DeLeon Springs, the natural springs of north-central
Florida invite exploration. Florida is home to over 1,000 artesian
springs, the highest concentration in the state. Notably, Blue
Spring State Park is a haven for manatees during colder months,
featuring a host of activities from hiking to scuba diving, all
framed by serene landscapes and diverse wildlife. Admission
here is just as accessible, with vehicle fees ranging from $2 to
$6 depending on occupancy.

Gemini Springs Park, another gem in the region, offers a more
tranquil experience. While swimming is off the table, visitors can
partake in canoeing, kayaking, fishing, and hiking, with the
added bonus of free admission. Green Springs Park stands out
with one of Florida’s few green sulfur springs. Here, the
historical significance of the past intermingles with nature trails,
scenic overlooks, and access to the Spring-to-Spring Trail, all at
no charge.



A Nature Lover’s Paradise

The presence of springs is not just a recreational boon but also a
vital part of Florida’s ecosystem. They provide habitats for
various wildlife, including bald eagles and river otters, making
them prime spots for nature photography. Whether it’s the
tranquil experience of canoeing down the Ichetucknee River or
diving into crystal-clear waters, Florida’s springs offer
unparalleled opportunities for adventure and relaxation alike.

Visitors to these locations can expect amenities for camping and
picnicking, allowing for a charming night under the stars or a
cozy day by the water. Many parks, such as Homosassa Springs
Wildlife State Park, house observatories providing close-ups of
manatees and saltwater fish, enriching the experience further.

So, as the hot sun glows above and the call of outdoor
adventures grows louder, there’s something to be said for
immersing oneself in the natural wonders of Florida’s springs.
Whether taking a dip in DeLeon Springs or exploring the wild
shores of Blue Spring, the summertime allure of these natural
treasures promises memories that will last a lifetime.
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