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Join the MEGA Adoption Event: Free
Homes for 2,000 Shelter Pets!

Discover how Manatee County joins the statewide effort to
find homes for 2,000 shelter pets at the upcoming MEGA

Adoption Event.

Manatee County, Florida, USA - The Humane Society of
Sarasota County (HSSC) is rolling out the welcome mat this
weekend, launching a heartfelt initiative to find loving homes for
shelter pets across the state. From June 28 to June 30, nearly 50
animal welfare organizations, including the HSSC, are joining
forces in the Petco Love Florida MEGA Adoption Event, aiming to
rehome an impressive 2,000 pets by waiving adoption fees for
the duration of the event. As stated in the Herald-Tribune, this
effort encompasses nearly 31 counties, highlighting a
collaboration that taps into the collective desire to save lives
and find every pooch and feline a new family.

This weekend promises to be special, with HSSC extending its

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/2025/06/26/sarasota-county-humane-society-joins-free-statewide-pet-adoption-event/84354992007/


hours to accommodate potential adopters. The shelter will be
open Friday from noon until 7 p.m., while Saturday and Sunday
will see doors open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Families looking to
welcome a new furry member can expect all pets at HSSC to be
spayed or neutered, vaccinated, microchipped, and ready to
head home as soon as the paperwork is complete—no
appointments necessary!

Community Efforts Reinforced

Participation in the MEGA Adoption Event is not limited to just
HSSC. Organizations like the Manatee County Animal Welfare
and Charlotte County’s Animal Welfare League are also in on the
initiative, creating a vast network throughout Florida. This state-
wide collaboration is essential, especially considering the
statistics that illustrate a troubling trend in animal welfare. In
2022 alone, over 35,000 dogs and cats were euthanized in
Florida shelters. Awareness and meaningful action, like the one
proposed this weekend, may just be what’s needed as we strive
toward a brighter future for all pets.

The Humane Society of St. Lucie County is also gearing up to
join this initiative, as detailed by the City of PSL. They aim to
surpass last year’s total of 1,946 adoptions, aspiring for a
remarkable achievement during this year’s event. With even
more shelters participating—46 across 33 counties—enthusiasts
of all stripes will have thousands of adorable pets to choose
from!

With Florida ranking 46th in the U.S. for saving shelter pets,
such efforts speak volumes about the necessity for a cultural
shift toward adoption. The Best Friends Animal Society
reports chilling statistics, marking a staggering 22,616 pets that
lost their lives in shelters in 2021. Initiatives like the MEGA
Adoption Event are vital not just for the immediate impact but
also for influencing long-term changes in how we perceive
shelter animals. With support from Petco Love, which has
committed $330 million toward lifesaving efforts since its

https://www.cityofpsl.com/News/2024/Humane-Society-of-St.-Lucie-County-Participating-in-Statewide-Adoption-Event-with-Petco-Love-to-Find-Homes-for-2000-Pets-During-Three-Day-Promotion
https://bestfriends.org/no-kill-2025/animal-shelter-statistics/florida


inception in 1999, this event is more than just an adoption drive;
it’s a concerted effort to foster community responsibility and
compassion.

In summary, whether you’re looking to adopt or simply lend
support to these efforts, there’s something to be said for the
power of community in the face of adversity. Let’s work together
to turn the tide on animal welfare—this weekend could mark a
life-changing moment for so many deserving pets!
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