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Beloved Bradenton Veteran Walter Mays
Jr. Passes Away at 73

Walter Mays Jr. of Palmetto, FL, passed away May 26,
2025, aged 73, leaving a legacy of love and community.

Homegoing on June 14.

Palmetto, Florida, USA - In the heart of Bradenton, Florida,
community members are mourning the loss of a beloved figure,
Walter Mays Jr., who passed away on May 26, 2025, at the age
of 73. Born on November 11, 1951, Walter was more than just a
resident; he was a stalwart member of the community,
embodying the spirit of service and love that fosters strong
connections among neighbors.

Walter Mays proudly served in the Marine Corps, a commitment
that rippled through every aspect of his life. His dedication to
duty was matched only by his devotion to education, having
pursued studies at Lincoln Memorial University, Palmetto High
School, and Strayer University. He understood the importance of



lifelong learning and inspired those around him to seek
knowledge, showing that education could open doors to a world
of opportunities.

A Life Rooted in Community and Faith

Deeply intertwined with his spiritual community, Walter was a
member of both Turner Chapter AME Church and St. Luke
Primitive Baptist Church. His faith guided his actions, and he
often emphasized the role of spiritual connection in fostering a
cohesive community. Dr. Ida Willis Keener, a retired Presiding
Elder, is among many who recognize the impact that such
leaders have on their congregations and the wider community,
serving as pillars of strength in times of need (amecfic.org).

Walter is survived by his loving wife, Gail Mays, his children
Daisy Murray, Matthew, Jermaine, and Donnie, and his
granddaughter Lauren Kinder. He also leaves behind his mother,
Doris Lee Mays, his sister Donna Maria, and his brother Myron,
reflecting a family deeply rooted in love and support. He was
preceded in death by his father, Walter Mays Sr., and his
brother, Gary Mays. Friends and family will remember him for
his kindness, humor, and exceptional conversational prowess,
traits that made gatherings an opportunity for meaningful
exchanges.

Celebrating Walter’s Life

To honor his legacy, a homegoing celebration is planned for June
14, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. at Greater St. Luke P.B. Church in
Palmetto, Florida. The event will provide an opportunity for the
community to come together, share stories, and commemorate
a life dedicated to service and love. As Walter is remembered,
it’s clear that he leaves behind a profound legacy of love,
strength, and unwavering faith.

For those seeking to honor the memory of service members like
Walter, services like that offered by the National Archives

http://www.amecfic.org/page8


provide invaluable resources. The Archives maintain a free
database for searching military records, assisting families in
confirming military service and retrieving essential documents
necessary for benefits, employment, medical, and retirement
services (operationmilitarykids.org). This resource helps
veterans and their families access vital information and navigate
the complexities that accompany military service.

Walter Mays Jr. was a light in the community, a man who did a
good deal for those around him and left an indelible mark on
everyone he met. It seems there’s something to be said for the
impact one person can have when they embrace the values of
faith, service, and community. His legacy will undoubtedly
continue to inspire those who were fortunate enough to know
him.
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