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Florida&#039;s Battle Against Invasive
Iguanas: A Call for Action!

Discover how invasive green iguanas threaten
Florida&#039;s ecosystems, prompting hunting for control

and conservation efforts.

Plantation, Florida, USA - Green iguanas are turning heads,
and not just because of their vibrant colors. These large lizards
have been making a splash in Florida’s ecosystems, yet not for
the right reasons. Classified as an invasive species, green
iguanas wreak havoc on local plant life, making their presence a
topic of much discussion in communities across the state.
According to The Cool Down, Floridians have taken to hunting
and consuming these reptiles to mitigate their impact. The
dramatic increase in iguana populations has not gone unnoticed;
even TV personalities, like Dave Canterbury from Discovery
Channel’s „Dual Survival,“ have joined the fray.

Canterbury himself documented his observations at a hotel in

https://www.thecooldown.com/sustainable-food/hunting-eating-iguanas-florida-invasive/


Plantation, where he spotted iguanas basking in the trees—a
telling sign of their escalated numbers. It’s no secret that these
creatures can significantly disrupt the local ecosystem by
consuming native plants, causing declines in biodiversity. Their
burrowing habits also do damage by undermining sidewalks and
property foundations, presenting quite a problem for residents
attempting to maintain their landscape.

The Impact of Invasive Species

Green iguanas aren’t the only culprits, as other invasive species
threaten Florida’s rich biodiversity. They pose a dual threat;
while damaging local flora, they also compete with native
species for resources. This imbalance can lead to further
declines in populations of plants and the diverse animal species
that rely on them, as noted by the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission. With their peculiar characteristics,
such as the ability to grow up to five feet long, and their striking
dewlaps that males use to attract mates, these iguanas are
fascinating creatures. Yet, despite their captivating appearance,
their ecological disruption is indeed a pressing concern.

The Florida Invasive Species Management Plan has initiated
several strategies to combat the negative impacts of species like
the green iguana. The plan outlines the top ten invasive species
and implements actions to prevent their further spread and
manage their impact. The establishment of regulations
regarding the importation of known invasive species highlights
the seriousness of this issue. The Department of Environmental
Protection is also working hard to control the spread of these
species through public education initiatives and strict monitoring
protocols, as detailed by State Regs Today.

Residents can get involved by learning about local invasive
species and contributing to removal efforts. It’s essential to
properly dispose of non-native plants and to plant local species,
which support native wildlife and contribute to healthier
ecosystems. This local engagement could make a significant
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difference in turning the tide against invasive creatures taking
up residence in Florida.

In conclusion, while green iguanas may seem like an exotic
addition to the Floridian landscape, they come with serious
implications for local ecosystems. The cooperative efforts of
residents, wildlife authorities, and conservation groups could be
key to lessening their impact. So the next time you spot an
iguana lounging in your backyard, remember that they might
look fascinating, but managing their populations is crucial for
maintaining the balance of Florida’s vibrant natural heritage.
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