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Urgent Search for Suicidal Veteran
Robert O’Brien in Bradenton!

Authorities in Manatee County seek information on missing
veterans and at-risk individuals in urgent public safety

cases.

21100 61st Avenue East, Bradenton, Florida, USA - In a
concerning development for the community, deputies in
Manatee County, Florida, are urgently seeking assistance in
locating 33-year-old Robert O’Brien, who is believed to be at
risk. O’Brien left his home in Bradenton around 3 p.m. on
Saturday and has not been seen since. He was reportedly
driving a white Dodge car, which is also missing. Authorities fear
for his safety, believing he may be in danger of harming himself.
Anyone with information about O’Brien’s whereabouts is asked
to contact the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office immediately, as
community vigilance could be crucial in this situation. My
Suncoast reports.

https://www.mysuncoast.com/2025/06/08/sheriff-seeks-suicidal-veteran-loose/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2025/06/08/sheriff-seeks-suicidal-veteran-loose/


This incident comes on the heels of another case involving a
missing individual in the community. Carlos Morales, a 19-year-
old with mental limitations, was recently reported missing after
he did not return from a trip to Walmart in Bradenton. He had
been last seen near 21100 61st Avenue East around 10 a.m. on
Thursday, wearing a black long-sleeve shirt and carrying a green
backpack. Thankfully, Morales has since been found by the
Manatee County Sheriff’s Office, highlighting the importance of
community involvement in locating those at risk. ABC Action
News informs about Morales’s case and subsequent recovery.

Concerns Over Veteran Suicide

As authorities continue to search for O’Brien, it’s important to
reflect on the larger issues surrounding mental health,
particularly among veterans. The suicide rates among U.S.
veterans remain alarmingly high, with the VA reporting that
6,139 veterans died by suicide in 2017 alone, which translates
to an average of 16.8 suicides per day. This rate is significantly
higher than that of non-veteran adults. Risk factors include
chronic health issues, homelessness, and mental health
disorders, all of which can be exacerbated by circumstances like
O’Brien’s.Research from the VA highlights these concerning
statistics, indicating that urgent action is needed to combat this
crisis.

Supporting our veterans is more critical than ever. The VA’s
initiatives, such as the National Strategy for Veteran Suicide
2018-2024, aim to prevent suicide through targeted research
and intervention strategies. Additionally, they have established
crisis lines and resources for veterans who may be struggling.
However, there’s still much more to be done. Participation in
these programs is lower than it should be, suggesting a need for
greater outreach and communication.

Community Involvement is Key

In times like these, community awareness and involvement can

https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/region-sarasota-manatee/19-year-old-with-mental-limitations-missing-after-he-went-to-walmart-in-bradenton
https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/region-sarasota-manatee/19-year-old-with-mental-limitations-missing-after-he-went-to-walmart-in-bradenton
https://www.research.va.gov/topics/suicide.cfm


make a real difference. Whether you’re looking out for a
neighbor or checking in on a loved one, your efforts can lead to
critical interventions. If you or someone you know needs help,
don’t hesitate to reach out for support. Programs like the
Veterans Crisis Line are available 24/7 and offer a range of
services to those in need.

As we navigate these challenges together, let’s stay vigilant and
supportive of one another. Whether through direct assistance or
simply spreading awareness, each of us has a role to play in
fostering a safer, healthier community.
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