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Volunteers Unite to Protect Coquina
Beach with 600 New Sea Oats!

Volunteers in Manatee County planted 600 Sea Oats at
Coquina Beach to combat storm surge and prepare for

future hurricanes.

Bradenton Beach, FL 34217, USA - In a heartwarming display
of community spirit, volunteers flocked to Coquina Beach South
in Manatee County, Florida, on June 23, 2025, to plant 600 Sea
Oats. This initiative is not just a simple act of gardening; it’s a
strategic effort to combat storm surge and erosion, helping
protect the cherished coastal areas of our state. As 
MySuncoast reports, Sea Oats boast roots that can plunge as
deep as 30 feet, providing a sturdy line of defense against the
relentless forces of nature.

Jennifer Hoffman from Keep Manatee Beautiful was on hand,
passionately emphasizing the critical need for such plantings
before storms strike. “It’s all about stabilizing the dunes and

https://www.mysuncoast.com/2025/06/23/volunteers-plant-sea-oats-coquina-beach-fight-storm-surge/


being prepared,” she remarked, with a focus on the health of
our coastline. Volunteers were timed during this event, to gauge
how many more hands would be needed for a much larger
planting event slated for next month, targeting an ambitious
goal of 12,000 Sea Oats.

The Importance of Native Vegetation

The upcoming event is scheduled for July 26th from 7 a.m. to 11
a.m. at Bradenton Beach, and it’s clear that our coastal
communities are rallying together for a noble cause. Native
vegetation plays an essential role in this cause, as highlighted
by Dune Doctors. Their article sheds light on nine coastal
plants, including Sea Oats, that are key to initiating, developing,
stabilizing, and enhancing our dunes.

Each plant serves a unique ecological function, making the
selection of diverse native flora necessary for effective dune
restoration. Coastal homeowners who commit to such plantings
not only improve the visual aesthetics of their properties but
also contribute to a robust dune system that fends off erosion.
Isn’t it wonderful how investing in nature directly benefits our
local community?

The Ecological Role of Sea Oats

Sea Oats (*Uniola paniculata*) stands out as a primary dune-
stabilizing plant. Thriving in nutrient-poor soils, these plants
provide nourishment for wildlife and create a resilient barrier
against the elements. They are particularly adapted to withstand
the challenges presented by Florida’s dynamic coastal
environment and are critical for developing healthy pioneer and
primary dunes. As pioneer dunes evolve, they lay the
groundwork for primary dunes, which, in turn, support even
more biodiversity.

In addition to Sea Oats, other coastal plants like Panic Grass,
Saltmeadow Cordgrass, and Beach Elder also play significant

https://dunedoctors.com/9-coastal-plants-that-initiate-restore-and-stabilize-coastal-dunes/


roles. Each species contributes to a healthier dune
ecosystem—limiting sand movement, absorbing wave energy,
and attracting beneficial wildlife. It’s this kind of interdisciplinary
ecological understanding that Dune Doctors employs; they are
committed to enhancing coastal resiliency through careful
selection and planting of native vegetation.

As our community prepares for the larger planting event on July
26, it’s worth noting the protective powers of these delicate
plants. Not only do they beautify our beaches, but they also act
as our silent guardians, shielding our homes from the
destructive wrath of storms. Investing in these green troops is
an investment in our future, ensuring that our coastal paradise
remains unspoiled for generations to come.

So grab your gardening gloves and join the movement! The
upcoming planting day is not just about putting plants in the
ground; it’s about coming together as a community to protect
our beautiful coastline. Together, we can make a lasting
difference!
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