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ZooTampa Boosts Manatee Care with
Two New Medical Pools!

ZooTampa expands its manatee care with new pools,
enhancing rehabilitation for injured and orphaned

manatees in Florida.

Manatee County, Florida, USA - In a heartwarming expansion
of care for Florida’s beloved manatees, ZooTampa has unveiled
two new, impressive 16,000-gallon medical pools at the David A.
Straz, Jr. Manatee Critical Care Center. These state-of-the-art
pools are designed to enhance the center’s capacity to nurture
injured, sick, and orphaned manatees, reflecting a true
dedication to wildlife conservation. As the largest nonprofit
facility of its kind in the U.S., the center has successfully
assisted over 600 manatees since its inception in 1991, with a
majority returning to the waters they know and love, according
to TampaFP.

The newly constructed pools feature innovative rising medical
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floors that facilitate in-water treatments, along with a
sophisticated life support system that includes a dedicated
generator. This ensures that the manatees receive
uninterrupted care even during power outages, a critical factor
when dealing with such fragile creatures. ZooTampa stands out
as one of only two facilities in the entire United States equipped
to admit critically injured or sick manatees, as well as orphaned
calves, making their work all the more essential in our quest to
protect these gentle giants.

Funding and Future Plans

The financial backing for these enhancements primarily comes
from the State of Florida’s Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission. Additional support has poured in from the U.S.
Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, the McCune
Family Foundation, and the Triad Foundation. ZooTampa, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, typically relies on a mix of
donations, grants, and ticket sales to maintain operations and
make vital habitat improvements.

Looking ahead, ZooTampa is celebrating plans for its largest
expansion phase yet, slated to open in spring 2026. The „Florida
Waters“ initiative will include „Manatee Rescue,“ an exciting
opportunity for guests to observe firsthand the ongoing care
efforts for manatees, along with new exhibits featuring jellies,
otters, and other native Florida wildlife. The organization
dedicates roughly $2 million each year towards manatee
conservation efforts and educates approximately 1.2 million
visitors and students annually about the importance of global
wildlife preservation, making for quite the positive impact!

Manatee Rehabilitation Insights

For those intrigued by what happens after manatees receive
care, it’s interesting to note that adult manatees are often
released close to their rescue sites, providing them with familiar
waterways to enhance their chances for survival. Orphaned



calves have a different fate, as they’re released at specific sites
where they can be monitored closely by biologists. As many of
us might ponder, how do these giants transition back into the
wild? Specialized trucks are employed during their rescue to
ensure safety and comfort while transporting them to release
sites. This ensures a smooth transition back to their natural
habitats.

The rigorous process preceding a manatee’s release is overseen
by qualified veterinarians from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Decisions are based on the animal’s recovery progress, and if
they’re considered conditionally non-releasable due to lingering
health issues, discussions regarding long-term care come into
play. It’s a meticulous approach, balancing the needs of the
individual manatee with the goals of rehabilitation and
conservation, ensuring that those fortunate enough to regain
their strength are medically stable, eating independently,
gaining weight, and ready to embrace the wild once more.

In conclusion, ZooTampa’s recent developments underscore the
critical role that local conservation efforts play in the
improvement of Florida’s wildlife ecosystem. As we keep a
watchful eye on these majestic creatures, it’s heartening to
know that dedicated organizations are taking the necessary
steps to give our manatees a fighting chance at survival and
thriving in their natural surroundings.

Details
Ort Manatee County, Florida, USA
Quellen www.tampafp.com

zootampa.org
www.manateerescue.org

Besuchen Sie uns auf: mein-wien.net

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://www.tampafp.com/zootampa-expands-manatee-critical-care-capacity-with-new-pools/
https://zootampa.org/conservation/florida-conservation/manatees/
https://www.manateerescue.org/faqs
https://mein-wien.net
http://www.tcpdf.org

