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BayCare and Northwestern Join Forces to
Boost Medical Research in Tampa

BayCare and Northwestern Medicine partner to enhance
healthcare access and education in Pasco County, boosting

local medical research and training.

Pasco County, Florida, USA - In a bold step forward for
healthcare in West Central Florida, BayCare has announced a
strategic partnership with Northwestern Medicine and the
Feinberg School of Medicine, enhancing access to advanced
treatments, clinical research, and education for healthcare
professionals. This collaboration, formalized through a definitive
agreement, marks a significant milestone in BayCare’s journey
to becoming a leading academic health system, according to 
WUSF.

Highlighted by BayCare President and CEO Stephanie Conners,
the agreement emphasizes the importance of providing
increased access to academic medicine in the region. Conners

https://www.wusf.org/health-news-florida/2025-06-08/baycare-teams-northwestern-medicine-strengthen-academic-research-programs


noted that the collaborative effort will “accelerate BayCare’s
development” as an academic health system, promising to
enrich educational opportunities for medical students, residents,
and physicians alike. It comes as part of BayCare’s broader
initiatives following its February purchase of three buildings in
Tampa for $145 million, which aims to develop the BayCare
Academic Health and Research Corridor.

A New Era in Healthcare Education

This expanded collaboration between the two health systems is
designed not only to boost clinical research but also to enhance
educational and professional development opportunities for
clinicians. Northwestern Medicine’s President and CEO Howard
Chrisman shared his commitment to strengthening BayCare’s
mission in healthcare education, emphasizing that the goal is to
provide greater access to compassionate care and to train
future medical professionals more effectively. The first phase of
this partnership will focus on clinical research and the
enhancement of physician training opportunities as indicated by 
Becker’s Hospital Review.

BayCare is already known as the largest provider of pediatric,
cardiac, and behavioral health services in the area, operating an
impressive 16 hospitals. As part of the collaboration, BayCare
plans to expand its graduate medical education programs,
aiming to increase the resident count to 650 by 2029. BayCare’s
Chief Physician Executive, Dr. Sowmya Viswanathan, mentioned
additional opportunities for faculty appointments through the
Feinberg School of Medicine as part of this expansion, further
enriching the academic fabric of the health system.

Importance of Academic Health Centers

The partnership will also align with broader trends observed in
academic health centers (AHCs), which aim to improve patient
experience, advance population health, control costs, and
secure clinician well-being. Achieving these goals requires a
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strong commitment to continuous improvement and structured
learning. However, it’s worth noting that many AHCs face
significant challenges in coordinating their missions effectively
across research, education, and patient care, as discussed in an
article published on PMC.

In the current landscape, health systems are navigating a shift
from a fee-for-service model towards value-based care, making
the integration of medical care, education, and research more
critical than ever. The need for a cohesive approach becomes
apparent as AHCs risk losing their identities if they cannot
integrate these essential functions. Effective management and
shared visions are pivotal to overcoming these obstacles and
achieving mission alignment in this evolving healthcare
environment.

With BayCare and Northwestern Medicine’s collaboration, the
future looks promising for healthcare education and patient care
in West Central Florida. As this partnership unfolds, it could set
the bar for other healthcare systems striving for excellence in
the realms of clinical research and medical education.
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