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DeSantis Appoints Conservative Sen.
Ingoglia as Florida&#039;s New CFO
Governor Ron DeSantis appoints Blaise Ingoglia as

Florida&#039;s CFO, focusing on property taxes and
audits, amid political tensions.

Pasco County, Florida, USA - On July 17, 2025, Governor Ron
DeSantis made a significant appointment for Florida’s financial
oversight, naming state Senator Blaise Ingoglia as the new chief
financial officer (CFO). Ingoglia, known for his strong
conservative viewpoints, particularly on immigration and
insurance matters, is expected to steer fiscal policy in a
direction that aligns closely with the Republican agenda.

Describing Ingoglia as a „warrior“ and the „most conservative
senator in Florida,“ DeSantis aims to fortify his administration
with allies who share his vision. Ingoglia’s appointment follows
the exit of former CFO Jimmy Patronis, who recently secured a
congressional seat, creating a vacancy that has now been filled



by this prominent figure in Florida politics. Ingoglia is set to
complete the remainder of Patronis‘ term and has indicated his
intention to run for reelection in 2026, a move that could spark a
contentious primary race within the GOP, especially against
Senator Joe Gruters, who has Trump’s endorsement.

Ingoglia’s Vision and Priorities

Ingoglia, a seasoned politician with a diverse background as a
homebuilder and an occasional professional poker player,
emphasizes a proactive approach to his new role. His focus will
revolve around crucial issues such as property tax relief,
insurance affordability, and tackling wasteful government
spending through rigorous audits. “I will be a proactive fiscal
watchdog for Florida,” Ingoglia declared, signaling a
commitment to transparency and accountability in government
expenditures. He has a track record of challenging wasteful
spending from both political parties, something that resonates
with many voters who prioritize fiscal responsibility.

In an environment ripe for political maneuvering before the
2026 election, Ingoglia’s leadership may very well serve as a
battleground for contrasting GOP ideologies. The liberal group
DeSantis Watch has already labeled him an „insurance industry
lackey,“ highlighting the divisive nature of his policies. This
critical viewpoint further sets the stage for a possibly intense
primary race against Gruters, with DeSantis questioning Gruters‘
alignment with foundational Republican values.

A Broader Context

With two of the three Cabinet positions now held by DeSantis
appointees—Ingoglia and Attorney General James Uthmeier, who
took office in February after Ashley Moody’s departure—the
governor is undoubtedly consolidating his control. Agriculture
Commissioner Wilton Simpson rounds out the team, reinforcing
a cohesive strategy moving forward.



Ingoglia’s roots trace back to Queens, New York, but he made
Florida his home in 1996. His journey into Florida politics began
when he was elected to the House in 2014 before transitioning
to the Senate in 2022. Known well in his district—which spans
Citrus, Hernando, Sumter, and part of Pasco counties—his
departure will trigger a special election to fill his now-vacant
Senate seat.

In this dynamic political landscape, Ingoglia’s appointment as
CFO could not only shape Florida’s financial regulations but also
redefine alliances within the GOP. As we wait to see how this
unfolds, it remains clear that Ingoglia is poised to play a central
role in the state’s governance, reflecting the dual challenges of
fiscal management and electoral strategy that lie ahead.

For additional details, you can read more about this
development on Around Osceola, WUSF, and AP News.
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