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Pasco County Faces Tree-Clearing Crisis:
New Ordinance in the Works!

Discussions in Pasco County focus on enhancing tree
preservation ordinances amid rapid development and

environmental concerns.

Pasco County, FL, USA - As development continues to reshape
the landscapes of Pasco County, a growing chorus is calling for a
renewed focus on preserving the region’s trees. Sasha Bartunek,
the conservation chair with the Suncoast Sierra Club, highlights
the critical role trees play in maintaining local ecosystems,
especially as Pasco has seen an explosion of growth over the
past decade. This rapid expansion often results in the clear-
cutting of vast areas for new housing and commercial
developments, which environmentalists are rightfully concerned
about due to the disruption of ecosystems that can take
centuries to establish, as reported by ABC Action News.

The planning commission in Pasco County is now considering

https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/region-pasco/talks-underway-for-new-ordinance-to-protect-pasco-trees-from-developers


updates to an ordinance designed to protect trees, which is
nearly two decades old. Current regulations permit developers
to cut down trees after paying a fee, but many residents believe
that this is not enough to discourage the practice. Resident
Nancy Hazelwood voiced her unease about losing the county’s
rural charm to relentless development. Bartunek criticized some
of the new developments as unappealing and harmful to the
environment, saying, “There’s something to be said for
maintaining our natural beauty.”

Tree Care and Community Concerns

With the focus on preserving existing trees, it’s essential to also
acknowledge the role of tree removal services. Morris Tree
Service, a family-run business in Pasco, underscores the
importance of tree care for safety as well as property protection.
While trees can beautify our surroundings and improve
environmental quality, they also sometimes pose safety risks.
Reasons for tree removal include dead or diseased trees, which
can collapse during inclement weather or affect surrounding
flora, as mentioned by Morris Tree Service.

For residents marking their territory with pine trees and oaks,
understanding when a tree needs to be removed is crucial.
Unchecked growth can lead to trees infringing upon structures
or power lines, introducing risks for electrocution, particularly
during storms. Morris Tree Service provides emergency tree
removal and is well-known for its safe, affordable services,
catering especially to seniors and veterans. However, what’s
often overlooked is the community’s emotional connection to
these trees—an aspect that pushes public support for
preservation measures.

Creating Effective Ordinances

Communities across the United States often rally for tree
preservation ordinances, especially after witnessing tree
damage during developments. Research from Penn State

https://morristreesfl.com/pasco-county-fl-tree-removal-service/
https://extension.psu.edu/a-guide-to-municipal-tree-and-woodland-preservation-ordinances


Extension highlights that well-crafted ordinances can
significantly boost property values and improve community
health by ensuring that trees provide their myriad ecosystem
services. Such regulations can result in higher-quality
developments and sustainable growth, benefiting both the
environment and property owners.

Though many municipalities lack proper policies to protect their
native trees, Pasco’s planning commission appears ready to take
strides forward. Public support typically plays a vital role in
these initiatives, reinforcing the need for community
involvement in the preservation process. Moving forward, as
Pasco County continues to grow, establishing comprehensive
tree preservation ordinances will be essential. It’s about finding
the right balance between development and the protection of
natural resources that residents cherish.

As discussions continue, one thing seems clear: the trees of
Pasco County are at a crossroads. Will we protect their legacy
for future generations, or will they fall victim to unchecked
development? The choice rests in our hands.
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