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Pasco County&#039;s Game Changer:
New Management for Wiregrass Sports

Campus
Pasco County selects SFC to manage Wiregrass Ranch

Sports Campus, enhancing sports events and community
impact starting August 2023.

Wiregrass Ranch Sports Campus, Wesley Chapel, Pasco
County, Florida, USA - Pasco County is stepping up its game
with a fresh management strategy at the Wiregrass Ranch
Sports Campus, a move that promises to rejuvenate this
98,000-square-foot facility. Following a rocky patch under the
previous operator, RADDSports, which culminated in a costly
contract termination, Pasco County is embracing a new era with
Sports Facilities Companies (SFC) at the helm. The decision,
made by a 4-1 vote on June 17, 2023, reflects the county’s
desire for better management and improved service delivery at
the sports venue.



This new management deal, a 10-year agreement with SFC,
means the Clearwater-based company will now manage all
aspects of the campus, covering revenues and expenses as of
August 1, 2023. Pasco County is all set to invest a substantial
initial commitment of $750,000 to cover shortfalls and improve
facility conditions, with hopes of recouping those costs within
five years, according to Consuelo Sanchez, the county’s tourism
deputy director. The funding, coming from Tourist Development
Tax dollars, will primarily be allocated for resurfacing indoor
courts.

Scope for Growth

With over 1.4 million visitors last year and expectations to
exceed that number this year, the sports campus is on a roll. It
opened its doors in 2020, aiming to attract elite competitions
and sports talent from all corners of the globe. Basketball,
volleyball, cheerleading, and gymnastics are just a few of the
activities hosted in this cutting-edge facility, which includes
eight basketball courts or 16 volleyball courts and five
multipurpose fields. As part of the management agreement, SFC
has pledged to generate at least 30,000 room nights annually, a
significant leap from the 21,000 recorded the previous year.

„Our aim is to make this facility a beacon for sports tourism,“
said Adam Thomas, Executive Director of Florida’s Sports Coast.
Plans are already underway for additional multipurpose fields,
furthering the county’s commitment to bolstering its reputation
as a premier sports destination. Local coaches, parents, and
young athletes echo this enthusiasm, as many families have
relocated to Pasco County specifically for the sports
opportunities available, including notable success in
cheerleading competitions.

Addressing Concerns

While the optimism surrounding SFC’s appointment is palpable,
not everyone’s singing the same tune. District 5 Commissioner



Jack Mariano, the lone dissenting voice in the vote, raised
eyebrows over the bidding process and emphasized the critical
issue of parking availability. „We need to address this before
moving forward,“ he indicated, urging a feasibility study that will
address parking solutions within six months.

The new management agreement is designed to alleviate
previous issues, with SFC being the only operator to include
parking solutions in its proposal. Kathy Pearson, assistant county
administrator, has reassured the community that the parking
concern is on their radar, and they are committed to resolving it
swiftly.

Economic Perspectives

There’s more to the story than just a management change. The
economic impact of sports facilities has become a hot topic, with
analysts debating the benefits that such venues bring to local
economies. While some studies cast doubt on the idea that
stadiums act as genuine economic catalysts, Pasco County’s
strategic decisions seem aimed squarely at changing that
narrative. Independent studies suggest that new sports facilities
can result in positive economic outcomes, including increased
tourism and revenue generation. The Wiregrass Ranch Sports
Campus is positioning itself to be a vital piece of this puzzle.

As the sports landscape continues to evolve, questions remain
about the long-term economic benefits and whether taxpayer
dollars will yield tangible returns. However, one thing is clear:
with SFC at the helm and a community eager to embrace a
revitalized sports environment, Pasco County is putting its best
foot forward in the journey ahead.

For further details, you can read more at Tampa Bay Times, 
Bay News 9, and Academia.edu.

https://www.tampabay.com/news/pasco/2025/06/28/wiregrass-ranch-sports-campus-parking-wesley-chapel/
https://baynews9.com/fl/tampa/news/2023/05/02/pasco-county-taking-over-operation-of-wiregrass-ranch-sports-campus
https://www.academia.edu/86658731/The_Economic_Impact_of_Sports_Facilities
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