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From Underdog to NBA: Alijah
Martin&#039;s Inspiring Draft Journey!

Alijah Martin, drafted 39th by the Toronto Raptors in 2025,
aims to leverage his collegiate success in the NBA.

San Antonio, USA - Alijah Martin, a name to remember,
recently found his place in the bright lights of the NBA after
being selected 39th overall by the Toronto Raptors in the 2025
NBA Draft. This 23-year-old guard from Florida has taken quite
the journey, entering college as a zero-star recruit and initially
catching the eye more as a football prospect than a basketball
player. His path began at Florida Atlantic, where he proved his
mettle coming off the bench before rising to prominence at the
University of Florida. His journey is nothing short of inspiring.

Martin’s rise has not been an easy ride. Reflecting on the
sacrifices made by his mother and the relationships he built
along the way, he acknowledges the hard work it took to reach



this milestone. Just shy of 12 hours after his name was called,
however, his moment in the spotlight was somewhat
overshadowed by the firing of Raptors team president Masai
Ujiri, certainly a curveball for the rookie. Despite this distraction,
Raptors assistant general manager Dan Tolzman praised Martin
for his competitive spirit and winning experience, having played
in two Final Fours with different teams. His tough play and
intense defensive style have made him a standout, especially
considering his 6-foot-2 frame.

The Road to the Raptors

What makes Martin’s story remarkable is not just his statistical
achievements but the legacy he’s already begun to shape. As
the first player to start in a Final Four for two different programs,
first with Florida Atlantic in 2023 and then with the Florida
Gators in 2025, he helped the latter win its first national
championship since 2007. During his final season under head
coach Todd Golden, he averaged 14.4 points and was
instrumental in clutch moments, hitting vital free throws in the
championship game against Houston, a performance that
ultimately sealed the title for Florida.

Over his impressive five-year college career, Martin recorded
staggering statistics: 2,022 points, 786 rebounds, 321 three-
pointers, and 211 steals. His ability to score has been crucial,
especially during a streak where he scored double digits in 31 of
38 games. From highlight-reel dunks to critical three-point
shooting—he made 79 treys this past season—his offensive
prowess complements his well-known defensive skills. Still, there
are areas needing improvement. While Martin shot 36% from
beyond the arc in college, he shows potential to do better,
having hit a high of 40.5% during his sophomore year.

Future in Toronto

Now, as he joins a crowded Raptors backcourt with talents like
Immanuel Quickley and Jamal Shead, the path ahead is



undoubtedly challenging. The competition will be fierce, but
Martin’s dedication is unquestionable. His physical and mental
toughness could make him a valuable asset, whether as a
scoring threat off the bench or contributing defensively. At 210
pounds, his physicality is an advantage and he aims to bring his
energy and winning mentality to the team.

In terms of expectations, there’s certainly a buzz surrounding
Martin. He has proven he can overcome obstacles, and his work
ethic has sparked optimism amongst Raptors staff. As noted,
Martin’s defensive impact helped elevate Florida’s defensive
efficiency from a ranking of 94th to sixth in the nation during his
time with the Gators. The team’s excitement over his potential
speaks volumes about how they see his role fitting into their
future plans.

With each passing day, Alijah Martin’s story continues to unfold,
captivating fans and analysts alike. He has made it clear that
he’s ready to take on this new chapter. As he steps onto the
court for the Raptors, you can bet that all eyes will be on this
young man with a point to prove. For Martin, it’s not just about
making it to the NBA; it’s about transcending the expectations
set for him and proving that there’s so much more to his game
than anyone ever thought possible.

What’s the next chapter in Alijah Martin’s story going to be?
Only time will tell, but one thing’s for certain: he has come a
long way from being overlooked to making his mark in the NBA.

For more details on Martin’s journey, check out these articles
from Sports Illustrated, The Tennessean, and 
Gainesville.com.
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