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After 30 Years, Cold Case Solved: Florida
John Doe Identified!

Clearwater Police identify 1993 John Doe as Edman Eric
Gleed, using advanced DNA genealogy after 30 years of

mystery.

Clearwater Beach, Pinellas County, Florida, USA - In a
remarkable turn of events, Clearwater Police have successfully
identified a body that remained a mystery for nearly 30 years.
Discovered on November 29, 1993, near Clearwater Beach, the
remains had baffled investigators for decades. The deceased,
previously known only as „Pinellas County John Doe 1993,“ was
found near Clearwater Pass bridge, with clothing folded neatly
by a lifeguard stand and no identification in sight. The body was
estimated to belong to a man between 60 and 80 years old,
standing 5 feet 4 inches tall, weighing 118 pounds, with grey
hair and blue eyes.

Thanks to the recent efforts by the Pinellas County Medical



Examiner’s Office alongside Moxxy Forensics Investigations, the
long-standing mystery has finally been resolved. Kaycee
Connelly, an Investigative Genetic Genealogist, initiated contact
with Clearwater Police and spearheaded the effort to uncover
the man’s identity. Advanced DNA testing and genealogical
research played crucial roles in piecing together the puzzle.

Uncovering the Past

After re-evaluating the DNA samples from the body,
investigators compared them against living relatives through
genealogical databases, with most matches leading back to
families in England or recent immigrants to the U.S. This
innovative approach to forensic investigation, also known as
genetic genealogy, allows for the extraction of DNA from crime
scenes or unidentified remains, followed by meticulous family
tree construction based on shared genetic markers. As noted by
Science of Biogenetics, this technique has revolutionized the
way cold cases are tackled, providing vital leads where
traditional methods have often failed.

Months of diligent research eventually connected the dots back
to an 18th-century couple from Bristol, pinpointing the deceased
as Edman Eric Gleed. Gleed, who was reported missing by his
son in Fairfax County, Virginia, at 84 years of age, was
confirmed through DNA testing against a sample from his son,
who is now 94 years old and residing in North Carolina.

A Moment of Closure

Deputy Chief Michael Walek expressed heartfelt satisfaction in
finally being able to deliver the long-awaited closure to Gleed’s
family. „It’s quite a relief to provide answers after so many
years,“ he remarked. Ed Adams from Moxxy Forensic
Investigations echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the personal
significance of solving this case for their team and thanking
everyone involved in bringing Gleed back to his family.



This case serves as a beacon of hope, demonstrating the power
of modern investigative techniques. As forensic genetic
genealogy continues to advance, it holds the promise of solving
countless cold cases and providing answers for families who
have long awaited closure. With the integration of genetics into
criminal investigations, there’s something to be said for the
breakthroughs that have made previously unidentifiable
individuals known, turning despair into resolution and
unearthing the stories hidden in the shadows.
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