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Akron Welcomes 300 Racers for Thrilling
Soap Box Derby Week!

Join over 300 youth racers in Akron, Ohio, for the 87th All-
American Soap Box Derby from July 13-19, 2025, featuring

exciting competitions and family-friendly events.

Akron, Ohio, USA - As the chatter of excited spectators fills the
air, the vibrant streets of Akron are alive with the buzz of
competition. Over 300 talented Soap Box Derby racers from the
U.S., Canada, and Japan kicked off the 87th annual FirstEnergy
All-American Soap Box Derby week with a lively Champions
Welcome Parade in downtown Akron. This annual celebration,
featuring competitors aged 7-12 who have clinched victories in
their local competitions, is more than just a race; it embodies
community spirit and the thrill of youth empowerment.

Participants paraded from Canal Park to Lock 3, each group
representing different racing regions. Engaging with the
enthusiastic crowd, they tossed goodies to the kids, creating a



festive atmosphere that set the tone for the week ahead. The
opening ceremonies unfolded at the Maynard Performance
Pavilion, signaling the start of a series of thrilling events leading
up to the grand championship on Saturday, July 19, at Derby
Downs, not far from Akron Fulton Airport. Tickets for this
exciting event are priced at just $10 for adults, and free for
children aged 6 and under, making it an accessible outing for
families.

The Week Ahead

The Soap Box Derby week offers a packed schedule, ensuring
that fans and participants have something to look forward to
each day. Starting with the Rally Challenge Day on Tuesday, July
15, events will include multiple races categorized under stock,
masters, and super stock. Each day features not just races but
also a variety of activities, ensuring participants and families
have a full roster of fun during this exhilarating week.

Wednesday, July 16: Local Challenge Day with various
races from 7:30 a.m.
Thursday, July 17: All-Star and Legacy Race Day along
with a Topside Show, featuring mini-car races and
vendor displays.
Friday, July 18: Super Kids Parade, leading into the
races for Local and Rally classes.
Saturday, July 19: Championship day starts bright and
early, opening gates at 6:30 a.m. with shuttles running
to accommodate the expected crowd.

On July 19, the excitement culminates with the first heat starting
at 8:30 a.m., followed by an awards ceremony later in the
evening at the Akron Civic Theatre at 182 S. Main St. Notable
participants this year include champions like Johnny Buehler,
Drew Brand, Brayden Locher, and Caleb Gilbert, each hoping to
defend their titles or claim victory for the first time.

A Glimpse into History



The Soap Box Derby, a youth gravity-racing program founded in
1934, has really become a hallmark of summer in Akron. Local
kids channel their creativity and engineering skills into building
their soap box cars, relying on gravity and a bit of luck to claim
victory down the hill. Each year, this cherished event fosters not
just competitiveness but also camaraderie amongst participants
who form friendships that can last a lifetime.

So, whether you’re racing down the hill, cheering from the
sidelines, or simply there to soak in the excitement, there’s
something for everyone to enjoy at this iconic community
celebration. As the days roll on, the anticipation builds for what
promises to be yet another unforgettable week at the
FirstEnergy All-American Soap Box Derby.

For more detailed information about the event schedule, check
out the detailed reports by Signal Akron and Cleveland.com.
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