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Democrats Eye Florida&#039;s Governor
Race: Jolly&#039;s Strategy to Flip the

State
Explore the evolving political landscape of Pinellas County
as Democrats aim to challenge Republicans in the 2026

gubernatorial race.

Pinellas County, Florida, United States - The political
landscape in Florida is heating up as the state gears up for the
2026 gubernatorial election. As the clocks tick down to
November 3, 2026, Democrats are keenly eyeing the possibility
of flipping the Governor’s Mansion. Despite historically strong
Republican dominance, buoyed by significant victories in recent
elections, the atmosphere seems ripe for competition,
particularly with a fresh face like David Jolly entering the race.

A recent poll conducted by Victory Insights from June 7-10,
shows U.S. Rep. Byron Donalds leading Jolly, another former



Congressman, with 37% to Jolly’s 31%. What’s noteworthy here
is that a substantial 32% of voters remain undecided,
suggesting a wide-open race where name recognition could play
a pivotal role in the coming months. Given Jolly’s previous
affiliation with the GOP and his recent transition to the
Democratic Party, Democrats are optimistic that his candidacy
could lure some moderate GOP voters into their camp. Political
analysts like J. Edwin Benton emphasize that Democrats must
focus on effective organization if they wish to make headway in
this traditionally red state, which hasn’t seen a Democratic
governor since 1994 and has not voted for a Democratic
presidential candidate since 2012. Indeed, as Knewz reports,
many in the party see Jolly as a potential bridge to those
Republican supporters.

The Current Landscape

The Republican Party currently holds a trifecta in Florida,
controlling the governor’s office and both chambers of the state
legislature. With Ron DeSantis term-limited and unable to seek
re-election due to the two-term rule, the door is open for new
candidates. Donalds, who enjoys the endorsement of former
President Trump, is seen as a strong contender, especially noted
by analysts who believe his backing could be a game-changer
for his campaign. In a race that has already seen fluctuations in
support, Jolly’s launch into the governor’s race comes at a
critical juncture.

In contrast to Jolly’s history of changing parties, Byron Donalds
is solidly positioned among Republican voters. Polling indicates
nearly 51% of voters have no opinion about him yet, which
leaves room for growth as the election approaches. His ratings
are significantly higher within the MAGA Republican base,
scoring an average of 4.48, while Jolly has been rated poorly by
the same group, placing him at 2.47. As Florida Politics
highlights, Donalds needs to capitalize on this momentum to
fend off Jolly and any potential challengers.

https://knewz.com/poll-shows-democrats-chances-of-flipping-florida/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/742966-poll-shows-byron-donalds-starts-with-6-point-lead-over-david-jolly-in-2026-governors-race/


What’s Next?

The electoral battlefield is set to feature not only the
gubernatorial race but also a host of local and state elections.
With candidates springing from diverse political backgrounds,
including U.S. Senators and various state officials, there’s a
fertile ground for surprises. The upcoming election is on track to
be closely watched, particularly since it may reshape the future
of Florida’s political alignment. Given that Donald Trump won
Florida by a 13% margin in the last presidential election, it’s
clear that the Republicans have a foothold, though polls suggest
cracks in their stronghold could be forming.

As we inch closer to 2026, expect the campaigning to intensify
and the debates to spark. How will Jolly’s attempts to woo
moderate Republicans play out? And can Donalds maintain his
edge in the face of increasing scrutiny? Only time will tell as
Floridians prepare to cast their ballots in what promises to be a
spirited electoral contest.

Ultimately, while many remain skeptical of the Democrats’
chances in this red-leaning state, the data hints at an intriguing,
potentially competitive race on the horizon. Whether Byron
Donalds solidifies his lead or David Jolly manages to disrupt the
Republican narrative remains to be seen. One thing is for
certain: all eyes will be on Florida.

For more information on the standings for the 2026 Florida
gubernatorial election, visit Wikipedia.
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