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Hillsborough Attorney Arrested in
Shocking Child Pornography Case!

Pinellas County detectives arrest a state attorney for child
pornography; investigation highlights a growing crisis in

child exploitation.

Pinellas County, USA - Detectives from the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Crimes Against Children Unit recently took a significant
step in their ongoing fight against child exploitation. They
arrested William Andrew Jones, a 32-year-old Assistant State
Attorney from Hillsborough County, on serious charges including
Transmission and Possession of Child Pornography. The
investigation into Jones began on July 30, 2024, following reports
of child pornography files accessed and shared online. 

Through diligent investigative techniques, detectives identified
Jones as the primary suspect. Disturbingly, the files involved
juvenile females aged 6 to 10 years old engaging in sexual acts.
During an interview with detectives on May 28, 2025, Jones



admitted to viewing and transmitting these reprehensible files.
As a result, he now faces three counts of Possession of Child
Pornography, three counts of Transmission of Child
Pornography, and two counts of Transmission of Material
Harmful to a Minor. Following his arrest, Jones was booked into
the Orient Road Jail. His role in the Hillsborough County State
Attorney’s Office since 2021 in the Felony Bureau, Trial Division
E, adds a troubling layer to this case, as it challenges the very
integrity expected from someone in his position. The
investigation, according to the reports, is still ongoing.

Understanding the Impact of Child
Exploitation

The nature of child exploitation is harrowing, and many victims
and families find themselves feeling isolated and overwhelmed.
It’s crucial for anyone affected to reach out to trusted individuals
such as parents, relatives, or school counselors for support. The
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC) plays
a vital role in this landscape. Their support extends to crisis
intervention and referrals to local counseling professionals,
providing much-needed assistance to families caught in these
crises. Furthermore, the NCMEC’s Team HOPE connects families
with others who understand their struggles, creating a network
of support during dark times. Individuals can also self-report
incidents to the CyberTipline, which continues to be an
important pathway for reporting such crimes.

As the battle against child sexual exploitation intensifies, the
role of technology has become increasingly complex. Artificial
intelligence (AI) now plays a troubling part in the proliferation of
child sexual abuse material (CSAM). A report from the Stanford
Internet Observatory Cyber Policy Center highlights that the
issue is not merely a future threat but a crisis that demands
urgent attention. AI’s capability to create digitally manipulated
exploitative images of children complicates the identification of
real victims and brings forth new challenges for law
enforcement.

http://www.missingkids.org/gethelpnow/cybertipline


The concerning statistics speak volumes: the NCMEC has
reported over 82 million instances of CSAM, leading to more
than 19,000 identified victims. However, fewer than 10% of tips
submitted through the CyberTipline lead to prosecution,
illustrating the significant hurdles faced in these investigations.
A ruling in 2016 limited the NCMEC’s ability to encourage
platforms to report on certain online behaviors, adding another
layer of difficulty in the fight against CSAM.

The Importance of Awareness and Action

Efforts to combat this escalating crisis are multifaceted, with
calls for legislative action gaining momentum. Initiatives like the
Kids Online Safety Act aim to tighten protections for minors
online while suggesting amendments to Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act that hold digital platforms
accountable for the content they host. Experts warn that
unchecked AI-generated CSAM might normalize the
sexualization of minors, potentially creating gateways to further
exploitation.

It’s essential for adults to take proactive steps to educate
children about the dangers of online exploitation, including the
risks posed by AI-generated content. The trauma associated
with CSAM can have lasting effects on victims, and the
persistent nature of these harmful images online complicates
recovery efforts. 

In light of the arrest of a public servant like William Andrew
Jones, the community is once again reminded of the necessity of
vigilance in safeguarding the welfare of our children. Addressing
child exploitation—whether it is committed by individuals in
trusted positions or through the misuse of technology—demands
a collective effort from all sectors of society. It’s clear: there’s no
time to waste in this battle, as the well-being of the most
vulnerable among us hangs in the balance.
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