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Justice For Homeowners: MV
Realty&#039;s Deceptive Dealings

Exposed!
Thousands of Pinellas County homeowners allege MV

Realty&#039;s fraudulent contracts restricted property
sales; legal action is ongoing.

Pinellas County, Florida, USA - The turmoil surrounding MV
Realty has hit a boiling point as more than 9,000 Florida
homeowners find themselves entangled in fraudulent contracts.
This South Florida real estate brokerage has been accused of
ensnaring unsuspecting clients in „homeowner benefit
agreements“ (HBAs) that grant the company exclusive rights to
list their homes for a staggering 40 years. What’s more troubling
is that these contracts allow MV Realty to impose a lien on
homes if the owners attempt to work with other brokerages. As
many have realized too late, escaping these agreements
requires paying a hefty fee of 3% of the property’s value. This



overwhelming situation has drawn the ire of the Florida Attorney
General’s office, which is fighting back against what it calls
deceptive business practices, as reported by Tampa Bay Times
.

In a significant ruling last February, Circuit Court Judge Darren
D. Farfante ordered MV Realty to terminate existing agreements
within 14 days. Despite initial non-compliance, the brokerage
has begun to cancel these contracts, filing the necessary
paperwork to terminate over 1,000 contracts in Hillsborough,
Pinellas, and Pasco counties since March. Attorney Charles
Gallagher states that this move is crucial in enabling
homeowners to sell their properties and obtain loans without
unnecessary hindrances. However, the judge’s ruling doesn’t
guarantee refunds for those who have already paid to exit these
contracts, leaving many victims in limbo. Gallagher emphasizes
the legal foundation now exists for potential claims against MV
Realty, a company that has faced suspension of its license from
the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation,
putting its operations in the state on hold.

Legal Actions and Homeowner Rights

The legal landscape is shifting as the Attorney General’s office
secured an injunction against MV Realty, halting the
enforcement of HBAs and any collection of early termination
fees, a crucial victory for those affected. Acting Attorney General
John Guard has been vocal in underscoring the seriousness of
MV Realty’s actions, signifying a major step forward in consumer
protection efforts. Former Attorney General Ashley Moody is
credited for initiating this critical case, which aims to safeguard
homeowners seeking financial relief in Florida.

Under the injunction, MV Realty faces a ban on several actions.
They are not allowed to enforce any HBAs, collect early
termination fees, or assert any enforceable rights relating to
these agreements. Furthermore, the company must terminate
any contracts recorded on properties associated with an HBA

https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida/2025/06/12/thousands-florida-homeowners-scammed-by-mv-realty-could-soon-get-justice/


within 14 days of the injunction. The legal ramifications extend
beyond local boundaries, as MV Realty continues to operate in
other states. Lawyer Gallagher insists that their capacity to
harm homeowners in Florida is now severely limited.

Understanding Your Rights

Homeowners navigating this tumultuous situation can turn to
state laws designed to protect against deceptive business
practices. The Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act
(FDUTPA) stands as a crucial piece of legislation that prohibits
unfair competition and requires businesses to engage in truthful
advertising. Misleading claims, exploitative contracts, and
unauthorized charges can all lead to potential legal action
against companies like MV Realty, as noted on Legal Clarity.

Moreover, the Florida Attorney General’s Consumer Protection
Division actively enforces compliance with these laws. For
victims of misleading advertising and unfair practices, gathering
documentation is crucial before filing a complaint with the
Attorney General’s office or the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services. This ensures that your rights as a consumer
are protected and that action can be taken against rogue
businesses.

As the MV Realty saga unfolds, homeowners in Florida are
beginning to see a glimmer of hope. With ongoing legal actions
and the promise of restitution for victims, there’s something to
be said for the resilience of the community in standing against
deceptive business practices.
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