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Teen Injured by Speargun in Key Largo:
What Happened?

A 19-year-old was shot by a speargun in Key Largo,
prompting investigations after incidents involving local

spearfishers.

Key Largo, Florida, USA - In a shocking incident that unfolded
in Key Largo, a 19-year-old from St. Johns County was shot in
the arm by a speargun. The mishap occurred around 5:18 p.m.
on June 24, 2025, near the Key Largo Kampground and Marina.
While the teen was hospitalized at Mariner’s Hospital in
Tavernier, the Monroe County Sheriff’s Office reported that they
do not expect foul play in this unusual encounter involving a
spearfisherman, who has not been publicly identified yet. The
situation raises questions about safety in the waters of Florida,
particularly amidst an uptick in spearfishing activities.

The teenage victim’s injuries come as summer heats up,
drawing numerous locals and tourists to indulge in water sports.
Spearfishing has grown in popularity, especially considering the
vibrant marine life in the Keys. But incidents like this remind us
that, while such activities can be thrilling, they also come with
inherent risks. With the right precautions and awareness,
participants can undoubtedly have an enriching experience.

Ongoing Investigations

Adding to the area’s recent record of water-related tragedies,
investigators are currently looking into a serious boat crash that
resulted in the death of a spearfisherman, identified as Israel
Boza, on July 5, 2024. This incident occurred near mile marker



39 on the Overseas Highway and involved a 32-foot Contender
center console boat. Boza was in the water with three other men
at the time, and the collision has spotlighted dangers faced by
those enjoying marine activities. Following the incident, the boat
involved had been located, but questions remain about the
operator and whether any charges will be filed. The Monroe
County Sheriff’s Office is actively urging anyone with more
information to come forward to help clarify the details
surrounding this tragic incident. You can contact the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission at 561-357-4200 for any
tips.

Interestingly, the boat involved in Boza’s case was described
distinctly, featuring a white T-top and twin white Mercury
engines. Such precise details are essential for aiding
investigations—especially in tightly-knit communities like those
in the Florida Keys, where word travels quickly and everyone
feels the impact of these events.

Community Reaction and Safety Concerns

These events stir a mix of concern and sorrow within the local
community. Boza’s tragic passing has led friends and family to
set up a GoFundMe page to aid in covering funeral costs,
demonstrating the profound effects of these incidents on
families and loved ones. Community members face a
disheartening reality when their passions lead to harmful
situations that could have lasting consequences.

As safety measures and regulations become a greater topic of
conversation in the Keys, it seems there’s plenty of room for
improvement and awareness. Local organizations and
authorities are likely to emphasize education and safety
protocols to minimize future risks associated with boating and
water sports. After all, the allure of Florida’s waters beckons
many, and ensuring a safe environment is paramount for
residents and visitors alike.



In conclusion, while spearfishing offers an incredible opportunity
to connect with nature and enjoy the pristine waters of the
Florida Keys, it serves as a reminder of the need for caution. As
the investigations continue, the community is left grieving and
searching for answers, uniting in the hope that future outings
will be met with only joy and safe adventures.

CBS12 reports that the situation is under investigation, 
Local10 has detailed the ongoing inquiries into the boat crash,
and Miami Herald covered the tragic death of Israel Boza.
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