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Pinellas County&#039;s $125M Beach
Project Faces Easement Battle Ahead!

Pinellas County addresses beach erosion and flooding with
a $125M renourishment project, amid easement challenges
from property owners.
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Treasure Island, Pinellas County, FL, USA - As the summer
sun shines brightly over the coastal paradise of Pinellas County,
the looming threat of hurricanes and beach erosion is stirring
conversations among residents and officials alike. This
vulnerability is not just a matter of local concern; it’s a pressing
issue for beachfront property owners throughout Pinellas, from
St. Petersburg to Clearwater and Treasure Island. During this
hurricane season, the fate of these beaches hangs in the
balance as significant challenges arise in the face of necessary
renourishment efforts.

The recent approval of a hefty $125 million project to replenish
beaches along popular spots like Sand Key, Long Key-Upham



Beach, and Treasure Island has raised both hopes and
eyebrows. The Tampa Bay Times reports that despite the
seemingly progressive step, a significant hurdle remains: over
130 property owners have not granted the necessary easements
for sand restoration access. Historically, easements were
essential to secure funding from the Army Corps of Engineers,
which typically covered more than 60% of the project costs.
However, the Corps required permanent access, which has
resulted in pushback from various property owners.

New Approaches and Ongoing Challenges

In light of the complexities surrounding these permanent
easement needs, the county has pivoted to a plan that only
requires temporary construction easements for necessary
restoration work. This change aims to encourage participation
among property owners while addressing concerns over
potential public access to private lands. County Administrator
Barry Burton reassured that this new approach is tailored to
provide better protection for properties and intends to mitigate
damage from future storms.

The Army Corps of Engineers is also considering revisions to the
easement language for beach projects. According to Coastal
Observer, Brig. Gen. Daniel Hibner has indicated that changes
are forthcoming but will not happen before ongoing projects,
such as the sand replacement initiative on Pawleys
Island—which was devastated by Hurricane lan in 2022—are
completed. Hibner stressed the necessity for easements to be
temporary, a move that could ease tensions between public
interests and private property rights.

Local Engagement and Future Outlook

To enhance communication and clarity, Pinellas County is
gearing up to host three town meetings aimed at educating
property owners about the new plans. These gatherings will
explain the differences from the previous Corps requirements
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and hopefully pave the way for broader participation in the
renourishment project. The county’s goal is to alleviate fears
while simultaneously preventing further beach erosion that
could spell disaster for local economies and tourism.

Looking ahead, the establishment of the Proposed Erosion
Control Line (ECL) in Treasure Island will play a crucial role in
setting the guidelines for these beach restoration projects. As
detailed by Pinellas County’s official site, this ECL is based
on observations of the Mean High Water Line and is essential for
delineating private and public property on nourished beaches.
Marked to extend over 2.21 miles along the Gulf of Mexico, this
line delineates space where upland property owners maintain
certain rights but also underscores the need for cooperation in
beach maintenance.

The county’s commitment to safeguarding its beaches has
resulted in the addition of over 10 million cubic yards of sand
from past nourishment initiatives. This crucial work supports not
only the local economy but also wildlife habitats and storm
protection measures. As the community pushes forward in these
discussions, it’s apparent that collective action and a willingness
to compromise could be the keys to overcoming the hurdles of
beach renourishment.
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