12. Juli 2025

Seminole Hero Keith Smith Named 2025
Service Year Award Winner!

Keith Smith, a Navy veteran from Pinellas County, receives
the 2025 Service Year Alums Award for his impactful
veteran support work.
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Pinellas County, Florida, USA - In an inspiring celebration of
community service, Keith Smith, a Navy veteran hailing from
Seminole, has been selected as a recipient of the prestigious
2025 Service Year Alums Award. This recognition honors
individuals who have made significant contributions during and
after their service years, and Smith’s dedication to supporting
veterans makes him a deserving choice. As highlighted by Bay
News 9, Smith’s nomination came from Operation Veteran
Connect, which commended his effective service to fellow
veterans through both personalized and group support.

With a remarkable commitment to volunteerism, Smith aims to
contribute at least one hour each day to various community
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efforts, including moving furniture, fixing bicycles, and painting
fences. His journey with veterans began with one-on-one
assistance, but his work evolved into leading group support
sessions. ,,I’m just doing what I’'ve learned to do daily,” Smith
remarked, expressing surprise at receiving the award. His
infectious enthusiasm and capacity to find new opportunities to
assist veterans have been pivotal, according to Pam Plager from
Operation Veteran Connect.

A Legacy of Service Year Alums

The Service Year Alums Awards spotlight those who have
transformed their service experiences into continued community
impact. They are a testament to commitment in civic
engagement and leadership across the nation. From a pool of
hundreds of nominations, just eleven individuals, including
Smith, have been celebrated for their ongoing contributions post-
service. This award is part of a broader effort by the Service
Year Alliance, designed to encourage young Americans to
pursue a year of full-time, paid service. The organization aims to
make such service opportunities a standard expectation for the
future.

Through engaging narratives of former AmeriCorps members,
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, and others, the awards
showcase how service experiences shape futures. For instance,
Logan Beyer, who served multiple years with Habitat for
Humanity, is now a student at Harvard Medical School,
advocating for others while guiding new professionals. These
stories resonate deeply throughout the service community and
highlight the transformative power of service experiences.

AmeriCorps and Veterans: A Strong
Connection

Smith’s achievements sit amid a larger movement within
AmeriCorps, which focuses on enriching the lives of veterans



and military families. As noted by AmeriCorps, approximately
245,000 veterans and military families benefit from initiatives
aimed at connecting them with educational resources, job
opportunities, and essential benefits. Each year, about 13,000
veterans pledge their commitment to serve. Their military skills
are invaluable—whether in disaster response, homebuilding, or
mentoring youth.

Smith embodies the spirit of community service that AmeriCorps
promotes. His work resonates with the central themes of
support, mentorship, and connection among veterans. Informal
gatherings, such as coffeehouse programs for veterans, provide
vital peer support and information exchange, crucial in
addressing common challenges faced by veterans and their
families.

Recognizing the impact of volunteers like Smith is key to
fostering a culture of service. As our communities grow and
change, the commitment of individuals who dedicate their time
to helping others should not only be celebrated but encouraged.
Whether through national programs or local initiatives, there’s
always a hand to offer in service, and this spirit must continue to
thrive.
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