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Braden River&#039;s Black Pearls Shine
at Dance Camp with Top Honors!

Discover recent achievements in Sarasota County,
including Braden River High’s award-winning dance team

and local student successes.

Sarasota County, USA - The excitement in the air was
palpable as the Braden River High’s Black Pearls returned from
the Universal Dance Association (UDA) Summer Camp held in
Tampa, where they certainly made their mark. The team swept
the event, showcasing their talent and earning accolades that
reflect their dedication and hard work. Herald Tribune reports
that not only did every dancer achieve Superior ratings in their
individual evaluations, but they also received the coveted UDA
Camp Leadership award—an honor designated by their peers at
the camp.

The Black Pearls dazzled with their Level 4 Hip Hop Performance
Routine, which clinched a Superior rating. Their creativity didn’t

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/2025/07/06/vin-mannix-braden-river-team-excels-at-universal-dance-association-camp/84024892007/


go unnoticed either. The team snagged the Full Out Award for
Creativity in Choreography. Such achievements are no small
feat and highlight the fantastic teamwork and rehearsals that
the dancers have dedicated themselves to.

Outstanding Achievements

This year, seven dancers stood out from the crowd, earning All-
America Dancer status. They were Isabella Arteaga, Amelia
Cooper, Leah Harkness, Angel Keelen, Ava Losada, Kaia Mulock,
and Addison Weiman. Tessa Buchek and Addison Weiman
further distinguished themselves as College Combine Standouts,
showcasing exceptional potential for future endeavors. All in all,
Director Cynthia Cooper expressed her confidence in the talent
displayed by her team, setting a high bar for the upcoming
season.

But it wasn’t just the dance team that was making waves
recently. The Friends of De Soto, a nonprofit dedicated to
supporting the De Soto National Memorial Park, announced that
the park is open once again for visitors. After suffering damages
from Hurricanes Helene and Milton, the park managed to reopen
with accessible trails, bathrooms, and a staffed visitor’s tent,
providing residents a lovely spot to connect with nature. The
park also welcomes pets, promoting a dog-friendly environment
with its B.A.R.K. Ranger program for furry companions.

National Recognition in Dance and Cheer
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