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Lakewood Ranch Expansion: New Road
Approved to Accommodate 5,000
Homes!

Sarasota County approves road for Lakewood Ranch
expansion, adding homes while preserving conservation
areas. Key developments discussed.
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NEWS AG

Lakewood Ranch, Sarasota County, Florida, USA - In a
significant move towards growth and development, Sarasota
County has officially greenlighted the construction of Bourneside
Boulevard, a critical road vital for the Lakewood Ranch
Southeast expansion. This approval was secured through a
unanimous vote by the Sarasota County Commission, which
decided to remove a section of land from an existing
conservation easement to facilitate this project. As Herald-
Tribune reports, approximately 110 acres were cleared for road
construction, although measures are in place to ensure part of
this land will still be protected under the Alternative Greenway
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Buffer as mandated by the approved development plan.

This expansion isn’t just about roads. It reflects the ambitious
plans of Lakewood Ranch, aiming to add up to 5,000 new homes
within its 4,120-acre Southeast area, stretching from University
Parkway down to Fruitville Road. As noted by Moving to
Lakewood Ranch, the Sarasota County Commission had
previously approved the Southeast expansion on January 28,
2025, as part of a broader effort to shape the future of this
dynamic community.

Balancing Development and Preservation

While the enthusiasm for new homes is palpable, the Sarasota
County Commission is also dedicated to environmental
preservation. On a separate front, initiatives approved on
September 10 show a commitment to safeguarding
environmentally sensitive lands. One such initiative includes the
purchase of a conservation easement for 13.9 acres at 8000 S.
Tamiami Trail. Documents reveal the property is home to
diverse habitats and various wildlife, such as white-tailed deer
and bald eagles, underscoring the region’s ecological richness.
As highlighted by Sarasota News Leader, the funding for
these acquisitions stems from a voter-approved tax dedicated to
preserving priority parcels across the county.

The delicate dance between development and conservation is a
crucial topic for residents and officials alike. The newly approved
land preservation initiatives include a Neighborhood Parkland
Acquisition Program, aspiring to expand local parks and
recreational facilities. With plans for play areas and picnic
shelters under consideration, the vision appears to blend
community needs with environmental sensitivity. Furthermore,
there’s an understanding that progress shouldn’t come at the
expense of nature but rather work in harmony with it.

Community Impact and Future Outlook
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The long-term implications of the Lakewood Ranch Southeast
expansion could reshape not only the local landscape but also
its community dynamics. The introduction of new residential
units promises growth and opportunity, while the commitment
to safeguarding natural spaces seeks to maintain the area’s
unique charm. This balance is vital for potential residents, many
of whom are drawn to the area for its appealing mix of modern
living and natural beauty.

As this ambitious project unfolds, one can appreciate the
complexities involved. With careful planning, the hopes are high
for a thriving community that respects its roots. With Bourneside
Boulevard paving the way—quite literally—Sarasota County
stands at the brink of a new chapter in its ongoing story of
growth and preservation.
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