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Prepare for Storms: Free Sandbags
Available This Weekend in Suncoast!

Sarasota County offers free sandbags for residents on July
19. Locations and preparation details available online.

Ed Smith Stadium, 2700 12th St., Sarasota, USA -
Residents of Manatee and Sarasota counties are gearing up for
the upcoming hurricane season as *Operation: Sandbag
Support* returns this weekend. From July 18, locals will have the
opportunity to secure free sandbags to help protect their homes
against potential flooding.

In Manatee County, the sandbag distribution will take place at
the Emergency Operations Center located at 2101 47th Terrace
East in Bradenton. Residents can pick up sandbags from 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. up to a limit of 10 pre-filled sandbags per household.
Additionally, those over 60 years of age or living in Flood Zones
A or B, who may struggle with transportation, can take



advantage of a home delivery service for sandbags scheduled
for the afternoon of the event, as reported by MySuncoast.

Self-Service Sandbags in Sarasota

Sarasota County will follow suit on July 19 with self-service
sandbag stations available from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Residents can
fill their sandbags at several locations, including Ed Smith
Stadium, Twin Lakes Park, and South County Fleet in Venice. The
sandbags will be provided in empty form, and residents are
encouraged to bring their own shovels and gloves for the task,
although limited shovels will be accessible on-site. Each vehicle
is allowed to take 10 empty bags to fill up with sand.

This initiative is crucial for residents as hurricane seasons are
becoming increasingly intense, emphasizing the need for
effective protective measures in our coastal and flood-prone
communities. According to eSandbags, sandbags are a simple,
affordable, and effective option for such preparations. They act
as barriers to divert or block floodwaters and can be
strategically placed around vulnerable areas like doorways and
garages.

Community Preparedness and Resources

Beyond the sandbag operations, Sarasota County’s Emergency
Services Director, Rich Collins, has noted that additional
sandbag days have been implemented outside of storm events
to assist residents better. These actions showcase a
collaborative effort among Sarasota County Public Works, Parks,
Recreation, and Natural Resources, all focused on community
preparedness. The upcoming dates for sandbag operations
include June 14, July 19, and August 10, echoing a sentiment of
proactive measures that are indeed crucial for storm readiness,
as stated by the Herald-Tribune.

Moreover, several locations across Manatee County provide
access to sand and bags daily. Locations like Blackstone Park,

https://www.mysuncoast.com/2025/07/17/sandbag-stations-open-throughout-suncoast-this-weekend/
https://esandbags.com/blogs/esandbags-blog/blog-sandbags-for-hurricane-protection-why-they-matter
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/hurricane/2025/06/13/sarasota-manatee-sandbag-stations-open-before-hurricanes-threaten/84153593007/


Myakka Community Center, and Palma Sola Park are just a few
spots where residents can collect needed materials up until
November 30, ensuring everyone has a chance to prepare
adequately.

As we brace ourselves for the potential storms ahead, it’s
imperative that we stay informed about local flood risks and the
best practices for using sandbags effectively. They remain a key
player in a larger strategy for hurricane protection, particularly
when complemented by other flood-prevention measures like
elevating homes and enhancing drainage systems.

Everyone is encouraged to take full advantage of these sandbag
distribution opportunities to safeguard their homes and loved
ones in preparation for the stormy weather that is sure to come.
Let’s stay safe and prepared! For more information about the
sandbag program in Sarasota County, residents can visit 
scgov.net. 
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