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Sarasota County Takes Bold Step to
Tackle Flooding Concerns!

Sarasota County establishes a new Stormwater
Department to address flooding concerns in Phillippi Creek

ahead of hurricane season.

Sarasota County, USA - Sarasota County is taking a bold step
to tackle its stormwater concerns. In a unanimous decision, the
County Commissioners voted 5-0 to create a new department
dedicated to stormwater management, separating it from Public
Works. This change comes amid increasing criticism regarding
the county’s handling of flooding issues, particularly in the
vulnerable area of Phillippi Creek. These recent developments
mark a significant response to ongoing concerns from local
residents who have felt that their worries have been sidelined.

The need for action has never been more pressing. Residents
have witnessed the creek flood three times during last year’s
storms, creating alarming islands of debris, dirt, and vegetation.



Ed MacKenzie, a local resident, lamented that these islands
block water flow, rendering the creek non-navigable. With
sediment accumulation worsening the situation over the years,
residents are understandably anxious that without immediate
dredging, flooding will continue to plague their homes. Sarasota
County had initially planned for dredging but was informed that
an emergency permit requested from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers was deemed incomplete and subsequently
reclassified, thrusting it into a lengthy review process. As a
result, the county could experience project delays of up to eight
months, stretching beyond the crucial hurricane season of 2025,
as reported by My Suncoast.

Transforming Stormwater Management

In light of these challenges, the formation of the Stormwater
Department is meant to streamline operations and enhance
focus on critical issues. As part of this restructuring, the Public
Works Department will now be rebranded as the Transportation
Department. Local leaders, including County Commissioner Tom
Knight, have expressed frustration with past management
decisions, labeling them as negligence and emphasizing the
urgent need for change.

The county is rolling up its sleeves, addressing not just the
dredging but also scheduled maintenance and emergency
repairs throughout the stormwater system. Additional
contractors have been brought on board to assist with tasks like
ditch excavations and debris removal, which are crucial in
preparing the region for the impending hurricane season.
County Public Works Director Spencer Anderson acknowledged
the permitting bottleneck but assured residents that there is a
plan in place, although it’s now stalled due to the lengthy permit
review process.

Community Concerns and Regulatory
Challenges

https://www.mysuncoast.com/2025/07/01/sarasota-county-creates-new-department-deal-with-stormwater-concerns/


Despite the county’s efforts, there remains a feeling among
residents that their concerns have been overlooked until now.
With close to 1,000 homes flooded during Tropical Storm Debby,
the stakes are incredibly high. Bringing the project into a
standard permit application process means that it must also
coordinate with the National Marine Fisheries Service for
protected species, further complicating an already convoluted
bureaucratic landscape. As noted by Fox 13 News, locals are
frustrated with the slow response, feeling the weight of the
potential flooding that could ensue if issues are not resolved
swiftly.

Stormwater management isn’t just a local concern; it reflects
broader challenges facing municipalities nationwide. According
to research from the EPA, aging infrastructure and funding
shortfalls remain significant hurdles for stormwater
management across the U.S. Many municipalities report
structural issues that exacerbate flooding problems, as
represented in a 2020 survey initiated by the Water
Environment Federation Stormwater Institute.

As Sarasota moves forward with its new department, there’s a
lot riding on its success. Residents hope this shift will address
their concerns effectively, leading to better management of
what has become a critical issue in their community. With
hurricane season just around the corner, one can only hope that
these initiatives take root swiftly and yield results where they
are needed most.
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