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Sarasota Residents Fear Flooding as
Drainage Ditches Remain Clogged

Residents of Sarasota County voice concerns over clogged
drainage ditches amid fears of flooding during upcoming
storms.

Sarasota, Florida, United States - Residents off Sawyer Road
in Sarasota, Florida, are expressing grave concerns about
clogged drainage ditches, which pose significant risks during
hurricane season. Notably, these ditches are intended to
channel water into Phillippi Creek, but many are now filled with
weeds, trees, and debris. Local resident Gary Clawson shared
how he has resorted to using bricks and boards in a desperate
attempt to slow water flow and prevent erosion on his property.
Last year, during the hurricane season, some neighbors were on
the brink of flooding due to the ditches failing to drain properly,
an alarming sign of the area’s drainage issues. Clawson pointed
out that the ditches off Jamaica Street are so overgrown that it’s
often hard to identify them at all.



The situation has grown increasingly dire, as residents suspect
that recent road construction has redirected more water onto
their properties. They were quick to criticize county officials for
their lack of action, revealing that ditches are cleared only once
a year. Clawson voiced frustration, stating, “The county is
leaving debris that clogs the drains, and everybody is getting a
little panicked.” With heavy rains on the horizon, the anxiety
among homeowners is palpable, especially given that Sarasota
County has indicated that its service level allows for flooding up
to 12 inches during significant rain events—an allowance that
many feel is dangerously inadequate.

Current Responses and Maintenance Issues

The county has attempted to address specific erosion concerns
raised by residents, including those on Jamaica Street. County
officials noted they conducted on-site visits and removed trees
from the ditches, claiming there were no clear signs of erosion.
They reportedly attributed some erosion to downspouts from
homeowners*‘ gutters rather than deficiencies in the drainage
systems themselves. While it has been confirmed that
recommendations to clean a nearby pipe and remove debris
have been completed, the much-needed clearing of the ditches
remains on the to-do list.

Still, the community’s frustration is not unfounded. Proper
drainage management is essential not only for protecting homes
but also for preserving the health of local ecosystems. According
to GreenTech Tree & Landscaping, Florida’s unique
climate—with long dry periods followed by wet
summers—creates an acute need for effective stormwater
management. When drainage issues arise, they can lead to
flooding and pooling, which, in turn, stifles the soil’s ability to
absorb moisture.

The Importance of Stormwater
Management



In fact, failure to manage stormwater properly can have long-
lasting impacts. Hammers Construction outlines several key
functions of effective stormwater management, including flood
prevention, water quality protection, erosion control, and even
groundwater recharge. Local ordinance compliance is crucial to
prevent flooding and maintain public safety, as uncontrolled
stormwater runoff can overwhelm existing drainage systems
and contribute to water pollution.

There’s something to be said for the beauty and utility of
properly designed drainage systems. From retention ponds and
rain gardens to permeable pavements, these systems not only
prevent property damage but enhance the community’s
livability and aesthetic appeal. So, while Sarasota residents wait
for action from the county, the landscape around them is crying
out for attention and care.

It’s clear that Sarasota county needs to take more proactive
measures in maintaining and improving drainage systems. With
every rainstorm, residents find themselves engulfed in worry,
anxious about the potential damage that could occur. As
neighbors rally together, their voices will likely continue to grow
louder, pushing for a better response and sustainable solutions
that protect their homes and enhance their community.

To learn more about the ongoing drainage issues and efforts in
Sarasota, visit Fox 13 News, GreenTech Gardeners, and
Hammers Construction.
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