13. Juni 2025

Temple Sinai&#039;s Laura Freedman
Wins National Person of VValor Award

Laura Freedman of Temple Sinai earns the Person of Valor
Award for her dedication post-hurricane. Join local events
for legal aid and the arts.

Sarasota County, Florida, USA - In a remarkable highlight for
the education community in Sarasota, Laura Freedman, the
director of early childhood education at The Gan at Temple
Sinai, has been awarded the prestigious Person of Valor Award
from the Early Childhood Educators of Reform Judaism (ECE-RJ).
This honor recognizes exceptional professionals dedicated to
Innovation, advocacy, and service for both children and families.
Among a competitive field of 200 candidates, Freedman’s
commitment truly stood out.

Her leadership shone especially bright during the challenging
aftermath of the 2024 Florida hurricanes. Freedman took
proactive measures to relocate the Gan program to a temporary



facility, ensuring that the essential services continued
uninterrupted for families in need. Echoing her gratitude,
Freedman shared that she attributes this recognition to her
dedicated teachers, the supportive leadership at Temple Sinali,
and the families she serves. “| accept this award on behalf of all
of us,” she expressed humbly. For more details on Freedman'’s
inspiring achievement, Herald-Tribune reports.

The Greater Community’s Response

Freedman’s recognition has stirred conversations about
educational excellence and community resilience in Sarasota.
Additionally, the Greater Sarasota Chamber of Commerce
celebrated its own success, being named one of twelve
recipients of the Communications Award of Excellence from the
Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives. These
accolades reflect a community that supports and nurtures its
bright talents, both in education and beyond.

Moreover, the arts are alive and well in the Sarasota area, with
Mariajose Ochoa Nava and Ada Voight from Booker High School
recently awarded Arts for Life! scholarships to honor their
creative talents. These scholarships, established by former
Florida Governor Jeb Bush and First Lady Columba Bush,
continue to celebrate artistic achievement, with this year’s
winners honored at a lively luncheon in Miami.

Upcoming Community Events

Looking ahead, several exciting events are on the community
calendar. Mark your calendars for June 21, when the Sarasota
County Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division hosts a ,,Know
Your Rights* event at Selby Public Library. Offering free
guidance on landlord-tenant issues, insurance, disaster relief,
and estate matters, this event promises to be informative for
residents. Specific presentations will cover:

e Wills & Estates: 11-12:30 p.m.


https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/2025/06/13/temple-sinai-educator-honored-with-national-person-of-valor-award/83764682007/

e Landlord-Tenant Law: 1-2:30 p.m.
e Insurance & Disaster Relief: 3-4:30 p.m.

No RSVP is required, but a pre-registration is encouraged for
those interested.

Also notable is the approaching Juneteenth Celebration on June
21 at Mount Raymond Baptist Church, co-sponsored by the
Mayors’ Feed the Hungry Program. This event will include a food
drive alongside a free cookout, bringing the community together
in a spirit of unity and celebration.

In Support of Education

As the spotlight on education continues, it’s worth mentioning
the variety of scholarships available for those aspiring to enter
early childhood education. For students seeking financial aid, a
range of options awaits them. Many scholarships are tailored
specifically for this field, easing the financial burden of entering
college. Scholarships such as the Florida Bright Futures and the
TEACH Grant Program are just a couple of the numerous
avenues available to potential educators. For more details on
these scholarships, visit Early Childhood Education Zone.

In conclusion, Freedman’s recent accolade not only highlights
her significant contributions but also reflects a thriving
community where education, arts, and social innovation flourish
harmoniously. With a whole range of events and recognitions
taking place, there’s clearly a lot to be proud of in Sarasota.
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