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Ocean Springs Named One of Gulf
Coast&#039;s Cutest Small Towns!

Explore Venice, Florida, named one of the Gulf
Coast&#039;s cutest towns in 2025, with its charming

attractions and vibrant culture.

Ocean Springs, Mississippi, USA - As summer travel heats
up, a delightful gem on the Gulf Coast is basking in the spotlight.
Ocean Springs, Mississippi, has been named one of the „7 Cutest
Small Towns on the Gulf Coast“ by World Atlas, a distinction that
resonates with both residents and visitors alike. This charming
town, renowned for its cultural scene, delectable food, and
family-friendly entertainment, truly embodies the essence of
small-town charm amid the hustle and bustle of summer
tourism.

With its friendly community vibe, Ocean Springs has blossomed
into a coveted destination for families looking to escape the
mundane. According to World Atlas, it has consecutively made
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the USA TODAY 10 Best list for its small-town cultural scene over
the past three years, and in 2022, it clinched the title of Best
Coastal Small Town. These accolades underscore the town’s
commitment to maintaining its character while attracting more
residents and visitors.

Rich Arts and Relaxation

Part of Ocean Springs‘ allure lies in its vibrant arts scene. The
town is home to several attractions that cater to different
interests. The Walter Anderson Museum of Art showcases
the works of its namesake artist, while the Mary C. O’Keefe
Cultural Center offers art classes and workshops. For those
interested in local crafts, a visit to Shearwater Pottery—a
working pottery studio—is a must.

Nature lovers will find plenty to enjoy, too. The Gulf Islands
National Seashore offers pristine beaches and hiking trails, while
the Davis Bayou Area provides serene surroundings for fishing
and enjoying the great outdoors. Hiking along the Fontainebleau
Nature Trail is an excellent family-friendly activity, allowing
everyone to soak in the natural beauty this coastal town has to
offer.

Historic Landmarks and Festivals

Step back in time by exploring Ocean Springs‘ rich history at
sites like Fort Maurepas Park, which celebrates the area’s
beginnings as the first French settlement in the Mississippi
Valley. A visit to the Ocean Springs Historic L & N Depot, now a
bustling museum and visitor center, adds a dose of cultural
enrichment. Additionally, the Charnley-Norwood House,
designed by architect Louis Sullivan, stands as a testament to
historical architecture.

Ocean Springs is also famous for its lively festivals and events,
which bring the community together in celebration. The annual
Peter Anderson Arts & Crafts Festival in November showcases
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local artisans, while the Ocean Springs Mardi Gras Parade in
February draws crowds eager to revel in festive cheer. The
Mississippi Songwriters Festival in September highlights local
talent and promotes a love for music that echoes through the
streets.

Culinary Delights and Shopping

Foodies will find themselves in heaven. The town boasts eateries
like The Shed BBQ & Blues Joint, celebrated for its
mouthwatering barbecue and live music. If you’re in the mood
for something upscale, Vestige offers farm-to-table delights,
while Phoenicia Gourmet tempts diners with Mediterranean
flavors. After a satisfying meal, explore unique shopping options,
ranging from the handmade pottery at Hillyer House to the
eclectic finds at Miners & Planters boutique.

For nightlife, Government Street Grocery provides a cozy bar
atmosphere with craft beers and live music, while Murky Waters
Blues & BBQ invites patrons to enjoy good food and great tunes.
There’s always something happening in Ocean Springs, making
it a vibrant place to unwind and connect with the community.

In summary, Ocean Springs strikes a perfect balance between
natural beauty, a rich cultural vibe, and friendly faces, making it
an ideal getaway for those exploring the Gulf Coast. With all
these attractions and accolades, it’s no wonder that this
Mississippi treasure is turning heads and drawing visitors eager
to experience all it has to offer.
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