
09. Juni 2025

Sarasota County Lifts Burn Bans as
Drought Threat Diminishes

Sarasota County and Venice lift burn bans due to improved
drought conditions, easing wildfire threats for residents.

Venice, Florida, United States - After a stretch of dry and
fiery conditions, there’s a breath of fresh air in Sarasota County
and the City of Venice. As of today, authorities have lifted burn
bans that had been in place since March. This decision comes
following a significant drop in the Keech-Byram Drought Index,
which has remained below 500 for a week, easing the wildfire
threat considerably in the region, as My Suncoast reports.

While this news is certainly welcome, the firefighting teams in
Sarasota County and Venice will continue to keep a close eye on
the situation. Residents are urged to remain vigilant and adhere
to local open burning regulations despite the lifted bans.
Information on protecting property against wildfires is readily

https://www.mysuncoast.com/2025/06/09/sarasota-county-venice-lift-burn-bans/


available on the county’s official website.

Drought’s Reach

But don’t let the lifting of bans fool you into thinking Florida’s
drought troubles are over. As of late April, a broad swath of the
state was still grappling with extreme drought conditions,
impacting 21 counties, as highlighted by the News-Journal. The
statewide drought index hit 469, marking a climb of 25 points
within just a week. This indicates that over 51.8% of
Floridians—about 14 million residents—are facing drought
effects. The spectrum of dry conditions includes portions
categorized as abnormally dry, moderately drought-stricken,
severely dry, and some areas even facing extreme drought.

AccuWeather’s Paul Pastelok has pointed out that Florida has
unique drought challenges, with certain regions dealing with an
exceptional lack of moisture. Across the state, there were still 97
wildfires active, affecting a staggering 3,641 acres. The largest
of these, the Clayton Road Fire, has fortunately been fully
contained, but others like the Sandy Pine Fire and the Crooked
Creek Lane-Hardee Fire continue to blaze.

Fire Safety Reminders

Even though localised bans have been lifted, Florida’s residents
must remain cautious. The fire departments advise covering
burn barrels, carefully extinguishing outdoor fires, and being
cautious about cigarette disposal. Additionally, ongoing
monitoring for fire weather conditions remains essential,
especially in a state where low humidity and dry vegetation
create an ever-present fire risk. Moreover, no red flag warnings
are currently in effect, but residents should still be aware that
conditions can shift rapidly.

What’s more concerning is the fact that there are still 13
counties reported to have a drought index exceeding 600,
suggesting ongoing severe drought and heightened fire risks.

https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/2025/04/28/florida-drought-21-counties-issue-burn-bans-rain-forecast/83322506007/


Counties in this category include Sarasota, Lee, Charlotte, and
Collier. Local officials remain on high alert, constantly evaluating
the situation as weather patterns fluctuate across the state.

As the rainy season creeps closer, there is hope that the
impending storms forecasted for late April may provide some
necessary relief, particularly in North and Northeast Florida. But
until then, caution is advised. Let’s work together to keep safe
and protect our cherished communities from the threat of
wildfires.
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