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Venice Council Approves 150-Foot
Hospital Expansion Amid Controversy
Sarasota County&#039;s Venice City Council approves

zoning for 150-foot hospital buildings, addressing
healthcare needs amid community concerns.

Venice, Sarasota County, Florida, USA - In a move that has
sparked passionate discussion among local leaders and
residents alike, the Venice City Council has taken preliminary
steps toward a significant zoning change for Sarasota Memorial
Hospital’s Venice campus. On July 8, 2025, council members
convened to debate a proposal that would dramatically increase
the maximum height for hospital buildings from 84 feet to a
striking 150 feet. This initiative aims to address the growing
healthcare demands within the community and their current
service limitations.

The council approved measures that include a code change for a
Planned Public Hospital District, a growth plan amendment, and



a zoning map change, with the votes tallying 6-1 in favor.
Among the supporters were Council Member Rick Howard, who
heralded the need for a comprehensive medical campus to
bolster regional healthcare growth, and Vice Mayor Jim Boldt,
who underscored that the current hospital facilities are
overutilized. However, not everyone is on board; Council
Member Ron Smith voiced concerns about the potential for a
„hospital monopoly“ in the county and questioned the
architectural efficiency of a vertical hospital design. Smith’s
apprehensions highlight the delicate balance between
expanding services and maintaining the community’s character,
as echoed in Citizen Portal coverage.

The Need for Expansion

Currently, the SMH-Venice campus operates as a five-story
facility with 212 beds. Recent expansions have seen the
emergency care capacity grow from 28 to 61 beds, fueled by a
hefty $90 million investment. Another $29 million is set aside for
enhancements in radiology and MRI services. These upgrades
reflect an ongoing commitment to meet community needs, as
highlighted by Council Member Rachel Frank, who excitedly
pointed out the comprehensive services this expansion would
bring to Venice.

However, implementing such ambitious plans is not without its
challenges. As noted by Health Business Realty, navigating
zoning laws is critical in healthcare real estate development.
Zoning laws dictate everything from service types to the overall
design and size of healthcare facilities, and they can
significantly affect traffic, public safety, and community
response. Thus, public input will be essential in shaping how this
expansion unfolds.

Community Concerns and Feedback

Despite the push for progress, some council members expressed
frustration at the hurried pace of the proposal and the lack of
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public engagement. The rapid movement may leave residents
feeling sidelined in decisions that directly impact their
community’s landscape and character. The challenge ahead lies
in balancing the urgent need for improved healthcare options
with the voices of the public who will be affected by these
changes.

The potential of a towering new structure in Venice brings to
light the importance of community involvement in healthcare
development. Engaging community stakeholders early in the
process can foster understanding and support for the healthcare
facility, helping to ease the transition into a new zoning
environment. As this dialogue continues, locals hope their
opinions will shape a future that respects both healthcare
expansion and the community’s needs.

As Venice seeks to stretch towards the sky with taller hospital
facilities, the conversations surrounding this initiative illustrate
the many layers of urban development—a balancing act that can
lead to strengths or stir conflict. Only time will tell how these
decisions will play out for healthcare and overall community
wellbeing in Venice.
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