14. Juni 2025

Port St. Lucie Crime Rates Drop: Police
Work Pays Off!

Discover the latest updates from St. Lucie County,
including traffic news, crime statistics, and local policing
efforts as of June 2025.

Port St. Lucie, Florida, USA - As we take a look back at recent
happenings in Port St. Lucie and its surrounds, there’s plenty of
news to digest this week. It’s not just the sunny weather drawing
attention; significant legal and safety developments have arisen,
stirring chatter among residents.

First up, traffic woes. The northbound lanes of Interstate 95,
which had been closed between St. Lucie West Boulevard and
Midway Road, are back open following a thorough investigation.
Visitors and locals alike were warned throughout the closure of
heavy delays, suggesting the use of local routes instead. With
summer upon us, and more folks hitting the road, delaying
travels has been far from ideal for those commuting between



popular destinations.

Police Crackdown and Crime Stats

On the policing front, the Port St. Lucie Police Department has
been busy, issuing over 25,000 citations in just over six months
as part of a robust crackdown on reckless driving. It’s a hard-
hitting approach intended to foster safety on our roads since
Chief Niemczyk took office in late November 2024. A total of
25,243 citations and 133 DUI arrests underscore this initiative,
demonstrating that the department is serious about getting a
handle on local driving habits, and it’s clearly paying off.

Turning to crime trends, recent data shows a commendable
decrease in violent crimes, with Port St. Lucie recording 243
incidents in 2023—a drop of 9% from the previous year. This
continued decline is noteworthy, as 2022 had already shown
some improvement. According to WPTV, the area recorded 267
violent crimes in 2022 compared to this year’s figures WPTV.
The Assistant Police Chief expressed confidence that ongoing
adjustments in policing strategies are taking effect. There’s
certainly something to be said for that.

However, all is not yet quiet on the crime front. Reports of
targeted or domestic violent crimes persist, alongside
community incidents that have raised some eyebrows. Four of
six notable violent crime incidents occurred this year in the
Tradition area—home to the recent spate of shootings and
altercations. This has prompted increased police visibility in the
district, with a dedicated team now focusing patrols in high-
traffic areas.

Community Concerns

The community also had to contend with unsettling news
regarding a robbery at PNC Bank, where a woman reportedly
brandished a weapon while demanding cash from a teller. The
Port St. Lucie Police have since released images of both the


https://www.wptv.com/news/treasure-coast/region-st-lucie-county/port-st-lucie/violent-crime-dropping-in-port-st-lucie-data-shows

suspect and her getaway vehicle, a 2010-2015 Mercedes GL450
SUV, as they seek assistance from the public.

This week also brought attention to a worrisome wage scam
involving a former student employee at Palm Beach State
College. Jevon Scott stands accused of defrauding the institution
of close to $21,000 for hours he never worked, a discovery
made evident through mismatched employment records. Stories
like these make locals wonder: just how safe are our
institutions?

Backing these incidents, City-Data reveals that Port St. Lucie has
a crime rate of 64, significantly lower than the U.S. average. The
city has seen a notable decrease in crimes over the past five
years, with fluctuations in rates but recent trends showing that
safety measures and community vigilance are starting to bear
fruit. In 2023, the ratio of registered sex offenders is about
1,087 residents to 1 offender, showing a better-than-state-
average position City-Data.

Though progress in safety is clear, residents remain cautious as
they navigate through personal and community issues. As law
enforcement continues to adapt and respond to changing crime
trends, let’s hope for a secure and peaceful summer ahead.

Stay safe, Port St. Lucie—let’s look out for one another and keep
our neighborhoods vibrant.
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